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A LETTER TO A FRIEND ' 



Sir, 

This waits upoit you with my thanks for fending 
me the Lord Bifhop of Landaflf's fermon, preached 
laft February before the Society for the propag^-J 
tion of the Gofpel in foreign parts ; though I am 
forry it was accompanied with your defire, after I 
had carefully read it, to give you my thoughts 
concerning thofe pafTages in it w'hich relate to the 
American Colonies. You could not have felefted 
a perfon better fitted to ahfwer your defign, fo fat- 
as a warm ^ffeftion for this as well as the Mother- 
Country, and a ftrong attachment to the intereft 
and hohpr of both, may be efteemed requifite qua- 
Jifications -, but you might, in regard of leifure and 
abilities, with much more propriety, have enjoined 
this fervice on forqe other of your acquaintance: 
However, my obligations tp you are fuch, that 
I could not excufe myfelf from attempting that, 
which, I join with you in thinking, juftice to the 
Colonies requires (hould be done upon this occafion. 

Had the charafter you mention, as given the 
Britifti Colonies, been contained in a difcourfc de- 
livered by a common Clergy-man, before a com- 
mon audience, it would, I believe, have given you 
jiQ un^afinefs ; as you would not have been appre- 
henfive of any harm from it : But, as it is exhibited 
in a fcrmpn, preached before the incorporated 
Society for the propagation of the Gofpel in foreign 
parts, many of whom are high in rank, and fuftain 
the greateft character, no wonder your concern 
•^as moved ; efpecially, as this rcfpeftable body of 
men have virtually made themfelves patrons of the 
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fermon. So we are authorifed to think from their 
voting the preacher thanks for it, and defining him 
to deliver to them a copy of it for the prds-, unlefs 
it may be faid, this was only a matter of form and 
ceremony ; to fuppofe which would refledt diflionor 
on its dignified author. We, in this part of the 
world, muft be fhamefully impiou? and immoral, 
to deferve what is here faid of. us; or, if we do 
pot, very unhappy to be publickly placed in fo 
injurious a point of light. Whethct we are the 
one, or the other, I (hall now examine. 

His Lordfhip fays, page 6, " Since the difco- 
very of the new world, the fame provifion hath 
not been made of minifters, neceflary to the fup- 
port of Chriftianity among thofe who removed 
thirher ; efpecially in the Britifh Colonics." If the 
complaint here made, fo far as the Colonies with- 
out difcrimination are concerned in it, lies in this^ 
that they have not provided themfelves with mini- 
fters epifcopally ordained^ they readily own the fadt. 
But, furely, his Lordfhip does not think, that 
fuch minifters 2x^/0 necejfary that Chriftianity can- 
not be fupported without them. This dodrine 
was taught, and believed, in former times, whea ^ 
bigotry and oppreffion were the charadteriftic af 
ibme that were placed in high offices both in church 
and ftate; but, in the prefent day of enlarged 
knowledge and freedom of inquiry, it is hoped 
ihere is no Arch-Bifhop, or Bilhop in England, of 
fuch contradled principles. Certainly, his Lord- 
ihip is more catholic in his fentiments : Otherwifc 
He might have been more extenfive in his com- 
plaint, by taking in Scotland, Holland, and many 
of the reformed proteftant churches in Europe^ 
for they, as truly as the Britifli Colonies in Ame- 
rica, are not provided with minifters " neceflary 
to the fupport of Chriftianity" among them, if 
Epifcopal ones only arc fufficient for the purpofe. 
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It fs therefore. probablct the mcjlninigof the chargBr . 
againft the Colonies by that: they had provided • 
4:hemfelves with no minifters at all, or had been fo 
fcanty in their provifion, that Chriftianity, on this : 
account, muft fink and die, having no better a, 
iuppoit. But this, affirmed of the Colonies with- 
out diftindtion, or limitation, is fo contrary to the 
truth of fact, and might have fo eafily been known 
to be fo, that I cannot but wonder at his Lord- 
fhip's charge. It can, with honor to him, be ir| 
no way acco^nited for, . but by fuppofing, that he- 
was fome how or other ftrangely miiinformed. 
Bleffed be God, we in New-England, now have^ 
and all along from the firft fetdement of the 
Country have had, a full. pro vifion of Gofpel- 
miniftefs, f Had they been confecrated after the 
mode of the .eftablilhed Church at borne, and his 
Lord(hip had known their number and juft ch^- 
rader, he would, I doubt not, have revcrfcd what 
hp has here feid, and have fpoken laigely in comi- 
niendatjon <^,.at leaft, thcfe parts of the American 
world. 

The fermOn goes on, page 6, " A fcandabus 
negleft, (this of not making a provifion of mini- 
iters) which hath brought great and dcfcrved re- 

• Within tbe limits of New-England, there ^re now, at t}?5 
Joweft computation, not lels than five hundred and- fifty mi- 
niilers, fome Prelbyterian, moHIy Congregational, who have 
been roguUrly feparated to the f amoral charge of as many 
chriftian focieties ; having been firft educated, and graduat^i, 
At one or other of our colleges. They maty be juftly farthec 
charaderifed as men of a good moral converfation.; For fo 
facred a regard is paid here to the apoftle Paul's dlrefiions \o 
Timothy and Titus, that a minifter is furely difmiiTed from 
bis office, if it appears, that he is not ** blamelefs as a itewa^d 
of God, fober, holy, juft and temperate in all things." - It 
Jias hsfn faid by ftrangers who have come atnong us, apd by 
fcnef Church-Clergymen too, that the work of the miijidry is ^ 
fiot tflofe faitbfirliy ^nd diligttiily jJerfbrmc^ iil iny part Of 
rths diriftil^Q wojld- : 

... -^3 preach 
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j)foacK both on thfe adyenturcrs^ and on the 
government whence they went ; and under whofe 
protedlion and power they Hill remained in their 
new habitations." How far the governnfient at 
home have brought upon themfelves '* deferved 
reproach" for this *' Icandalous neglcft," I pre- 
fume not to fay, but this I will venture to fay, 
that they were as deficient in " protefting" the 
adventurers, as in ^' providing minifters** for 
them* It is well known here, if not in England, 
that it was from themfelves, without any aflift- 
ance from the government whence they came, 
that they founded and fettled this new world, 
amidfl: a thoufand hard(hips*, and in oppofition 
to the furious malice of the Indian favages^ with 
whom they were at war, at one time and another, 
at a vail cxpence of blood and treafurc, as long as 
they lived ; and their pofterity after them were 
many years expofed to like difficulties and dangers, 
and went chearfully through them, without help 
afforded to them from the native h(»ne of their 
fathers. 

His Lordlhip proceeds, page 6, ** To the 
** adventurers, what reproach could be caft, hea- 
" vier than they deferved ? Who, with their native 
'* foil, abandoned their native manners and reli- 
gion ', and e'er long were found in many parts 
living without remembrance or knowledge of 
•* God, without any Divine worlhip, in diflblute 
** wickednefs, and the mod brutal profligacy of 
'•* manners. Inttead of civilifing and converting 
** barbarous infidels, as they undertook to do, 
*' they became themfelves infidels and barbarians. 
** And is it not fome aggravation of their fhame, 
*' that this their neglcft of religion was contrary to 
•* the pretences and conditions under which they 
^^ obtained Royal erants, and public authority to 
^* their adventures r Th^ pretences and condition^ 
i % ** were. 






*^ were^ that therr dcfign was, and that they Ihould 
"cndeavouri the enlargement of Commerce, and 
" the propagation of Chriftian faith. The former 
" they executed w.it|i fincerity and zeal ; and in 
'* the latter mod notorioufly failed.'* A ftranger 
.%o the hiftory of tbefe adventurers would be obvi* 
pufly and unavoidably led, from the defcription in 
this par:agraph, to conceive of them, " in many 
parts" at leaft, as impious, profligate and diflb- 
lutcly wicked to the- higheft degree of guilt. A 
blacker charaflter could not hav^ been given of 
them. 

. But, in " what g^ts*' were the adventurers 
thus loft to all fenfe of God and religion i Hia 
I^ordfbip has not told us in direft terms -, but he 
has fo clearly and fully pointed out the adventurers 
he had in yicw, by certain defcriptive marks, that 
we can be at no. lofs to know his meaning in the 
limiting words, " many parts.'^ Such are thefe 
that follow, *' their Jiot xivilifing and converting 
the barbarous infidels, as they undertook to do ;" 
their negleft of this inftancc of religion " in con- 
jtrariety to the pretjsnces and conditions under 
.which they obtained royaj- grants j'* and, fi^ 
,nally, thefe pretences and conditions declaring, 
that " their design was, and that they would 

ENDEAVOUR, THE PROPAGATION OF THE CHRIS- 

•tiAN faith/' There were no adventurers tp 
America, who undertook tp convert the native- 
barbarians, and to whom Royal grants were made 
•upon this condition, unlefs it were thole who came 
into New-England. Thefe therefore muft be the 
adventurers his Lordfhip had more efpecially in 
-his eye* 

And of tbefe lie declares, " that, with their na- 
tive foil, they abandoned their native manners and 
religion." His Lordlhip could not affirm this 
.irpm pcrlbnal kppwlcdge, a$ thefe adventurers 
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Were all dead long before he came into being. And' 
it is difficult to fay whence he could colled fo 
aftonifhing an account. It is hot contained in any 
hiftory that ever was wrote, cither of them, or of 
the fettlement of the Country by them. No Mif^ 
fjonary from the Society, it is candidly believed^ 
could be fo bafely wicked, as to tranfmit it home,* 
it is fo flanderous and falfe : Nor can it eafily bo 
conceived how his Lordihip could come by ir, 
vnlefs from fome one, or more, who being dif-. 
affedled to the Colonies, and malicioufly fee 
againft them, took an unbounded liberty in fpeak^ 
ing evil of them, even fronbtheir firft beginnings, 
Thefe adventurers have fomctimes been blamed 
for having too much religion ; but never before, 
within my knowledge, for having none, or fot* 
having loft what they had in their *' native'' land. 

It is acknowledged, if their ** native religion** 
lay in a blind fubmiffion to Churcl^-power, arbitra- 
rily exercife'd, they did " abandon*' it; and their 
virtue hereby difcovered will be fpoken of to their 
honor, throughout all generations, by thofe ac- 
quainted with it, who really believe, in its juft 
latitude, this undoubted Gofpel-truth, namely, 
that Jefus Chrift only is fupreme Head and Lord 
of the chriftian Church. 

But if by " abandoning their native religion" 
is meant, their renouncing the doflrints of Chrifti-. 
anity as held foi^th in the thirty nine articles of the 
Church of England, the reverfe of what is here faid 
is the truth. Thefe indel^d are the dodlrines that 
were handed down from them to their children And 
children's 6hlhlren •, infomuch that they are to this 
day the ftandard of orthodoxy •, and there are com- 
paratively few but are orthodox irt this ren<e, unlcfs 
among thofe vvho profefs thcmfelves members of 
. the Epifcopal Churches* Or if by '* abandoning 
thivr native teiigion*' the thing Irttrndcd isj^ <»* that 



cVr lon^ they were found without remembrance, 
or knowledge of God, or any divine worfhip," a< 
the charge againft thqm goes on in tHe next wordi j; . 
it muft be plainly faiti, it is altogether grouhdiefs* 
There is no fadt relative to thcr Country niore cw- 
tain, than that thefe adventurers fa far ♦* rem«m* 
bred and knew God,*' 4s to ttii^t it one of rhfeir 
iirll cares to provide for the carrying on, n1aiti-» 
tajning aiid uphoWing the worfliify of him, which 
they .did wherever they extended their fetdements ; 
and their pofterity have conftantly took the like 
care. all along to the prefent day/ ; There is theret- 
fore no :(enfe in which the above reprefentation catj 
comport with truth but jthis, that God cannot be 
worfliipped, at lead fo ^s that it may be proper to 
4ay he is, unlefs the worfhip be carried on accord- 
jngto the manner of the ellabliflied Engjifli Church, 
3ome of. the Society's Miflionaricjf, I have reafon 
to believe, are much inclined to think thus •, but I 
would not fufpeft fuch a thing of his Lordfhip, 
What he has here faid I would rather attribute to 
jnifinformation. • 

Itfeems to be allowed, that thefe adventurers 

had " native manners" ; otherwife they could doc, 

upon leaving their *', native foij, " abandon 

them". But . they muft have abandoned them to 

an enormous height of guilt, to JLillify their being 

charged " with di'flblute wickednefs, and the moll 

brutal profligacy. of manners". Thefe words are 

lb igrpfly reproachful, that I could fcarce believe 

Djy ay/n eyes, when I faw them in his Lordfliip'^ 

fcrrnon. He muft certainly, .however infenfiblc of 

ic, jh^vc.correfponded, by word, -or writing, with 

foa^e yi^ Calumniator. ' ' . ". 

■->^; Jt would, be- injgftice* to the -fir ft"^ fathers of New* 

.^England, if I did riot lay up'on tms ocCafion, that 

- .fqrne of j xheni wcrcj^excecdcd ' by few, in point of 

.p^upl,' or aoquir^^'aarQiftplifhrT^ ^and by far 
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the greater part of them were eminently holy men i 
pious toward (3od, jealous of the honor of Chrift 
as fole head of tne. Church, fober, juft, kind, 
meek, patient, difengaged in their afFcftion to 
things on the earthy and intirely refigned to the 
all wife righteous Governor of the univerife. And 
^f this they exhibited the ftrongeft evidence, by 
their truly chriftian deportment under far greater 
trials than good men are ordinarily called to. 
They forfook cirery thing near and dear to them in 
their native land, from a regard to him who is 
*' King in Sion". And wjheh they removed to the 
then American wilds, and found themfelves fepa- 
. rated from their friends by a wide Ocean, without 
►the conveniences, and often in want even of the 
necefTaries of life, furrounded with difficulties, 
•and expofcd to all manner of hardfhips and dan- 
gers ; what could tempt them to continue there, if 
they had been thofe " infidels, barbarians, diflTo- 
;lutely wicked and brutal profligates", they are re- 
prefcnttd by his Lordfhip to have been ? What, 
.in this cafe, could have prevented their return to 
.their triends, and the comforts of their native 
home ? As they are fuppofed to have loft all con- 
science toward God, if they ever had any. Church 

- impofitions could have been no obflacle in their 
way. They might, in fhort, with infinitely more 
reafon, have been fpoken of as fools, or mad-men, 
than irreligious . profligates. It may, I believe, 
be faid with drift truth, there are none, now in 

- England, of any denon^/mation, in high or low 
1 office, or none at all, who are under circutnftances 

that put it in their power to give fuch indubitable 
•proof of their; being truly upright 'good men. 

And I wifli they may never fee the titne when 
^ they will; have opportunity, by fimilar^trials, ta 

give as good evidence of their integrity. The 
•jJVliffionaries from the Socictyjit^ljoale,^ may be 

^' cftcemed 
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cfteemed thert, men of uncommon attainments in 
Chriftian piety, difcovered in their zeal to pro- 
mote the caufe of.Chrift; but they never yec 
exhibited, and, in all probability, will never be 
able to exhibit, like ample proof that this is their 
real charafter. No Miffionary was ever fent hither^ 
till the Country, through a vaft extent, was fub- 
dued, cultivated and fettled, fo as to render living 
here comfortable and pleafant. And as they are 
moftly fixed in populous towns, in which they 
may caflly be furnilhed with conveniencies, and 
are expofed to no hardfhips or hazards but what 
^re common to mankind in general -^ they can have 
opportunity to give no other than common evi- 
dence of the goodnefs of their charafter-, and 
^hile they give this, we will own oqrfelves fatisfied 
with it, though others fhpuld not be fatisfied with 
that which i$ much ftronger, in regard of much 
more important men. 

I {hall only add here. The adventurers to this 
then inhofpitable land, muft have the honor of 
being owned the original lettlers of a Country, 
which, in time, if not prevented by oppreffive 
meafures, will probably enlarge the BiitiQi Em- 
pire in extent, grandeur, riches and power, far be- 
yond what has evet yet been known in the wprld. 
It is pity, after fuch a long courfe of labors, hard- 
fliipS) clangers and fuffcrings, as they heroicly 
Went through, to prepare the way to what the 
Country now is, and may be in after times; I 
fay, it is pity their alhes fliould be raked into, and 
their memory treated with reproach, greater than 
ivhich was never deferved by any of the fon$ of 
Adam, in any part of the earth. They are gone 
to receive the reward of their fidelity to their Sa- 
vior and Lord; and their reward, it may be, 
will be inhanced by means of the undeferved bblo- 

- ' quies 



cjuics that have been cafl: upon them In tliit 
fefmon. 

As te the charge, in the next words, that, " in-^ 
ftcad of oivilifing and converting barbarous infi- 
dels, as they undertook to do, they became them- 
fclves infidels and barbarians"^ and that it was, 
* " fome aggravation of their (hame, that this their 
ncgleft or religion was Contrary to the pretences 
and conditions, under which they obtained Royal 
grants^ and public authority to their adventures" : 
As to this charge, I fay, it wJDuld, I believe, if 
fattened upon ^ny other body of men, profeflin^ 
godlinefs, be cfteemed highly unchriftian. F^iad 
a hint only of this nature been fuggefted, relative 
to the Society in whofe audience this cenfurc was 
flelivered, this^ and much worfe, would have been 
laid of it, and defervedly too. And yet, that So- 
ciety have, without all doiibt, been as deficient in 
their endeavours to propagate the Gofpel in thcfe 
•' foreign parts", where.it was moft needed^ and ia 
contrariety to the defign of their incorporation too^ 
as was ever true of tb?fe adventvircrs^ • For, by 

far 

* What has been done by thefe adventurer? may be fecn ij^ 
the. general account that is eiven of their labors in fome fol- 
lowing notes. And if the mdis there related fiiould be fet iu 
contrail with the abftrafts of the Society, relative to the In- 
diansy it would appear at. once, that, from the time of thei^ 
incorporation to this day, they have done little, very little, 
}n comparifon therewith. 1 heir principal care has l^en tp 
prpipagate the church of England ; and this, not fo much ii^. 
thqie places, where there was real need of N^iffionarics for the 
ittHruilion of people in the knowledge of Chriit, or to fet up 
the worfhip of God among them, as where there was a fullpda 
of me^ns for fuch inftru^tion, and divine worfhip was already 
(fet up, an4 as generally and' devoutly attended as i'n England 
itfelf. Many thbu{and& of pounds ftcrling have been thus 
expended, where there w^s no want of it for the propagation 
' ot x^e Golpci, unlefs that me^^s the propaga^on pf the hpif- 
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far the greater part of their money Tias been ex- 
pended, if we may judge by their own abftrafts, 
not in miflions to convert the Indian-natives, not 
in miflions to fet up and maintain the worfhip of 

God, 



topal mode of ferving God. And what has been the cffeft of 
ihis vaft expence ? It we look over the Society's abftradls, w« 
/hall find one account from their Mifiionaries'is-/ ** We have 
baptifed fo many within fuch a time i fo many adult, and £b 
many children, wHite or black:** Every one of which could, 
as well have been baptifed -without a {lulling of this expence^ 
if it might have been done by minifters not epifcopaUy qnalified 
for this wcik. Another account amounts to this, " There ia 
the profpedt of a C hurch in this and the other place ; we have 
been invited to preach here and there ; fo many have pro- 
fe/Ted themfeives members of eke Church, and moi« are m-^ 
clined this way." But of whom are thefe declaratioFiS madc.> 
Not of thofe, who were broaght up in ignorancie of the chrif* 
*tian religion; not of tho(e, who were deflitute of the means 
of ialvation ; not of thofe, who had tfot the opportunity, and 
4iid not in fadl make ufe of it, to attend the public worfhip of 
ijod : No; but of perfons, who have only cha^tiged, or were 
inclinable to change, one mode of religioufly ferving God for 
•another; and too often, there is reafon to think, without 
having thorooghly inquired into matters of this nature* ^me- 
times an account is given of the ^' good morals ofthe people 
of their charge*** It might, I believe, with cjcaft juftice, be 
faidy thefe were as good before, as iince, their going to 
Church. The plain truth is, had one half the money been 
iparcd, for other tfies,^ that has been expended upon Ncw« 
England, thoie places on the American Continent which need 
it much more, might have been better provided with the nteass 
offalvation: Without all controverfy, the pcor Indians might 
have had more lalxMrers fent to them, both in the capacity of 
miniHers ^nd (chool-maders ; and, it is probable, a large 
harveft -of fouls would, by this time, have been gatliered in 
#br Chrift from among them, it is generally thought here, if 
a lefs proportion of this money was employed for the fupport 
' of a party, and a far greater for carrying the Gofpel to the 
numerous aboriginal natives, who are totally ignorant of the 
true God, and of his fbn Jefus Chrift, it would be as honorary 
to the Society, and as *' acceptable in the fight of God oar 
Savior, who will have all men to be faved* and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth." 
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Qod, where he was fcarce worfhippcd at all 5 but 
in miffions to thofe places in which the Gofpcl was 

E reached before, as truly and faithfully, as it has 
een fince ; if it be only fuppofed, that this can 
be done by^ minifters, not officiating according to 
the order of the church of England. If one 
were to coUeft their fcntiments from their concjud:, 
as reprdented in thefe abftrads, it muft be conr 
eluded, that, with them, the propagation of the 
Gofpd, and the eftablifhmcnt of Epifcopacy in the 

I ihall Dot think it unfeafonable, or improper, to fubjoin 
here. We are efpecially grieved, that the Society at h(fme arc 
not more: zealous in their endeavours, to propagate the Gofpel 
among the Indian natives ; as an efleftuai bar, a few years 
iince, was laid in the way of our exerting ourfelves to this 
p.i^pofe, at lead by the inftrumentality of a Corporation among* 
our felves. The ilory is briefly this. Upon the conclufion of 
the Ute war, a general fpirit was raifed in the people here, to 
endeavour the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom, by 
fending the Gofpel to the Tribes of Indians on our weftem 
borders. They were defirous this affair (hould be put under 
the management of fome among our felves of well-eilablifhed 
reputation for wlfdoro, judgment and piety, and that they 
(hould be incorporated by an ad of the Government to this end. 
Two thoufand pounds flerling were, in a few days, fubfcribed, 
in Boflon only, upon this condition. An incorporating adl 
was accordingly prepared, and pafTed by the whole Legiflatuse 
of this Province, and fent home for his Majefty's approbation, 
without which it could not continue in force. But it foon met 
Vith a negative ; by means whereof this whole money was lofl, 
and as much more we had goodreafbn to expedl would have 
been fubfcribed, befide the income of many nundred pounds 
flerling that had been devoted to the fervice of the Indians. It 
is hoped, the accounts we have had are not true, that the ne- 
gative upon this ad was principally owing to the influence of 
^me of the moil important members of the Society for the pro- 
pagation of the Gofpel. We are content not to have the honor 
of employing our own money in endeavours to Gofpelife thefe 
Indians, if the Society will heartily and thoroughly engage in it. 
We fliall rejoice to find, by their abftrads, that needful iV if- 
fionaries are fent to them ; and far from throwing any obfla- 
cles in their way, we will do all in our power to encourage and 
help them. 
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Brkifti Colonies, were convertible terms. But 
this in tranfitu. 

Our complaint is, that the charge here brought 
againft thefe adventurers has really no foundation 
for its fupport. It is not pretended, that their 
endeavours to convert the natives were unmixed 
^ivith 'human frailty. In common with other 
good men, in other virtuous undertakings, they 
had, no doubt, their failings ; but not fuch Hi 
may, with truth or juftice, be called nolorious one?* 
And it is really unkind, I may rather fay cruelly 
hard, to reprefent them to the world, as " bccom- 
ins: themfelvcs infidels and barbarians", inftead of 
ufing their endeavours to *' convert barbarous in- 
fidels'*. It is not eafily conceivable, wherein they 
could have exerted themfelves with more zeal, or 
in more prudent ways, in endeavouring to enlafj^ . 
the borders of Chrift's kingdom in thefe *' utter- 
moft pirts of the earth", by making the native 
barbarians the members of it. It was out of their 
power to fupport Miflionaries among thefe hea- 
then ; but, in other ways, they laid themfelves out 
to the utniofl: of their power, as they had oppor- 
tunity, for their inftruftion in the " knowledge of 
God, and Jefus Chrift, whom to know is life etef- 
nal.^* And by their labors, efpecially as encou- 
raged and aflTifted by the London Society, and 
more privately, they fo far effefted the c6nverfic^n 
of them, as that numbers were prepared and diC- 
; pofed to make an open profeffion of their faith in 
\ Jefus Chrift. The facred books of the old and new 
teftament were, in their day, by the fkill and labor 
of the indefatigable eliot, * tranflated into the 
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THE APOSTLE OF THB INDIANS. It was wlth great labor ho 
made himfelf mafierof the Indian Jattguage y ^xi^ti as foonaa 

he 



US 

Indian language, and difperfed among the natives 
for their inftruftion in things pertaining to the 
kingdom .of God, and of Chrilt. And through 
his aflicjuous endeavours, with thofe of the renown-^ 
^cd M4yH£w's, * and other worthies, a confider- 

abk 

• • • 

;Jie , was thus accomplifticd, he preached !o them in their own 
tongue, and in many of their villages : And, by the bUffing 
of God on his diligent endeavours, *' many believed, aad 
turned^o the Lord." He foon had feveral companions, and 
•niuyward facceQbrs, who were faithful and zealous in in- 
truding thefe favages in the Gofpel method of falvation* 
'Schools were erected among them^ and fuch books put into 
their hands, in their native language, as their edification cal- 
1^ for. ihe confequence'was, that, in Several villages, Ii^* 
fdfan$ met together every Lord's day for the worihip of God 
tWough Jefus Chrifl, and Churches of them were gathered > 
Vno •* \Valkedin the fear of the Lordf** and the religiouik 
U>fervation of atl^ Gofpel-ordinaiices^ To the j^iblb, pur 
Eliot added aver^n oi the Pfalms in Indioji Metre, which it 
Was their pradice to fing. This Indian Bible, is the only one 
th^i^ was ever printed in this hemifpHere of the univerfe ; as it 
ts expf^edin the atteftation whence thei'above abftraidl is takcn^ 
whicn 1 (hall have occafion to mention in the next note. I 
ihall only add here, from Dr. Cotton Mather> in a fermon 
printed i6t^8, that ** there were then in thi^ Province ntore 
than thirty Indian afTemblies^ and n^o;^ than thirty hundred 
chriftian Indians." 

* Mr. 'Ihomas MayheW) f6n o{ an excejllent man of this 

iiame^ began, in another part of the PrOviiicej the work o( 

goipeliiing the infidel-natives^ fo far bact: as 1642. And this 

' good work has been carried On, by one and anothet of this 

name and -family, from that day to this^ la 1697, niaiiy 

' hundred tnManmtn and women we^e added to the ehrifiian 

\iSqeieties in' this part of the Countryi of fucH as might be faid 

.J to be** holy in tfcpir converfation," and that did not nced^ 

Sbrlcnowledge, to be taught ** the firft principles of the ofa- 

'cles of God(" beiide' many hundreds of more fuperficial prp- 

" leflbrs. In the year 1 689, the Indian church under the care of 

JWr. John Mayhcw> fon of the above Thomas, confilled of an 

hunared communicants) walking according to the rule of the 

fcriptures. This is an extrad from the Hev. ^^r• J homas 

Prince's general account of the Englifh numfters> whopr^fided 

' at Martha's Vinexard^ 
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able.nuipher of churches, under the divine blcitlngi 

of ^NDiAN members; 
^ ojF the reality of their 
ifbnverlJpn^ , by tlb'eir walking in the f^th ^rid order 
of IKe.Gofpel, lo as tp adop th^^doftrinc of him, 
wnom they hiowpdllcd- their only Savior and Lx)rd* 
Some of theTe churches . have continued in fucccf- 
|io^ even to .this day, with Eiiglifli, or Indian 
Paftoh attheil: head. * The above reprefentatioa 
•...-.. J5 

Tn'e Rev. Mr. Fxperiefice Mayiiew, fpa of the before men* 
fened.Tohn,- aftd father 6f the late membrable Dr. Mayhew, a 
Oentleman of< fachifupe^idt-Ri^fural ei^downlems, that he 
«{ouldr)ha4he been fa^^-S^urH^th coiiimon tdvantages, havfe 

'b,cen ii^ed amonj the gii wprthkspf Mcw-^gUnd; and 
who QS^iil a life protrafted (cye^ar years peyond eighty, in thp 
fervice 'bF.tfre'ftdiahi, pufelilififed; iti the year lyzl, an odavo 
tollti^e, leQ^btted If^an Gof^ver^i ; in whiclt Ik has given an 

.B^cpu^t'^ tjie lives of thirty I/tiii^n ihinifte^l aod aboift 
eighty /W/Vi» ];nen» ..woiucn/ and young perfons, within tbe 
limits only o¥ Martha's Vineyard, an iftand in Ma^achufett> 
Fr6vih€e* ^ ♦ Ahd oYthe^^ ai hd was a Gen tlcmiti ibf eft^ibliSi- 

: td lieputatiOJi Af> both jali^;tlftftt &nd veratity, it may be chc* 
Hjabjy/iaidvthe^ w^e,|d^rHl;COf^erts to. the faith o/i^hrift. 

*^and igm^ pt them in p. dikinm^ifliiag degrc^, ^l^^^^Y wdenc^ 

"\iy Sieir'.^^iinetof lift, wmch was fucK as may toake m^y 
Englite ptoftiTo^fi bluffi, oF#h6m it may ^e hoped; {hat they 
ftre cKri^r^B^ i:n .troth, a^ ^eli'as name^ :.In the AtUftation to 
this accpupt, i^gnedb^ eleven J|^piton;iiuni^rs,' fomepf.whofxi 
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they, whd are dfefirQiis to fte iorrictfiiiig 
that has been done, may be entertained and gratified ; here 
is ^OHT exhij>ited a coiiip^Dn of e>camples; wherein the gk)* 
^'. rioiiS grace of our great R/^deepier ha^ appeared to, and on, 
' ' the iwDiiyNs of >{ew-]^ngiand. It muft pot be imagined, 
thefe are all that could hfvf been colle£ted ; for^ali thefe are 
fele£ted only fromone I4atlfi."-T — -It is fai4 farther; *' the 
author of this hillory, Mr. Es:perience Mayhew, is a.perfon 
of inconteftibli 'veracity ."-^We ag^in fay^ his tf-^tb may be reiied 
on, hisfidelity if irrefroa(-j9ahU*^^ 

. ♦ There are, at this da]^, within the Proviijte of the MaiTa- 
chufett'u Pay only, fixtcen minifters, Engliih.aod .Indian, 
Jlatedlj' laboring, either i% Paftors of fo many Indian churche:>j 
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IS fo generally known here to contain the^tedl truths 

that it was ' greatly furprifing to niany,'to fee his* 

Lordfhip fo impofed upon by fuch as. werti'ekHer 

grofly ignorant of what had bfeen done by t'hefe 

adventurers,- or wicked . enoggh, in o^poutibh to 

their knowledge, to give him an dccount that V^as 

odioufly faife and injuriolis. " ' ' 

His Lordfliip proceeds, '" the pretettc^i ari^ 

•* conditions were, that 'their dcfign was; and that 

** they Ihould endeavour, the enlargement of com- 

merce,. ai)d the propagation of chriftiaa faith. 

The former thev executed with fincerity and 
*' zeal ;, in the latter moft notorioufly nulcd-" He 
then adds in the immediately-following paragraph, 
" Their failure herein might well have been ejj:- 

pcdled. Religion and triaffic, their two profefled 

objefts, are but ill yoke-fcUoiws, being apt to 

^^ draw quite different ways : And nieh ^>^hO vndtK 

** defperate hardinefs invade unknown difljculties 

* '^ and dangers in queft of gain, could not be fup- 

/! pofed to, be much concerned about fpiritual 

, *♦ interefts. Religion is but an impedjaicnt in the 

'" way of avarice: Maiiy; things tbeF^fey/ prbjii^ 

. " bited, are deemed allowable, and iiick clofe' to 

. " traffic." ..Some of tht adventurers to thii part 

of the world might have the . affair of cotrime'rce 

' prindpally in their viewj but, notwithftanding 

' their ** fincerity and zeal,** they foon found their 

• or as Preachers to aflemblics o^ Mians that incct together for 
. divine worfhip ; nine EngliOi 'Lefturers, and ieven dated 

School-^naftef^, befides occafional -ones : All which are. under 

• the care of Commiflioners here from the honorable Company 
for the propagation of the Oofpel in new-england, and 
parts adjacent in amcrica. The above account was handed 
to me from the records of thefe Commiffioners. There are, 
at the fettlement called Malhpe, tw6 hundred Indians, under 
the care of the Rev. Mr. Hawley-, who know no God befide 
the ever-living Jehovah» arid/ftatedly pay worfhip to him 
through the one Mediator Jefus CKriftr 
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xhiftakb -in woftil..4i%f>ointment, aod mcftly vc^ 
furned bamf. The fcttlcrs of this pajrt of Ame- 
rica were men of another turn. Liberty to worjhip 
Ctfdi^gr/^M^r.fp tbe:di&ntes of ^onfdence was tli^ 
pwidrmtive^to their.temoval hither i and the enjoys 
'me^t lif tbii liberty ?Lt fo ^reat a <i1ft«nce frjm 
opj^l^lJivepmviir VaJsL tjhcir Tupport uniler Heavier 
tpiaU tkaacan!ea(ily.l^'Conf;eived'Of'£>y thofewho 
jiave-^riever Detneih a wWernefi-coiiritry. It might 
thereforeb'e'weH expected of fuch men, if of -any 
in the world,, that" tfiey mould ,nc>t be guilty of 
?' :notoriou»-&ilai!eW^as it is certain they were 
nOf. It is acfcnbwfeWgcdi if ** religic^'and traffic^* 
had been fhejl- > tWb' pi'ofefled objefts," they 
woul4fliave hoqh ;"jfcut ill yoke- fellows/' for the 
.reafoi>$ his Lordihip: afligns. And may it not be 
faid, for the h'ke rcafons, with equal propriety and 
truth^; that worldly dignity, riches and power, 
joined with a profeffion and "defign to advance 
the intcrcft of -^'.a kingdom tliat is not of this 
world," are as iU-tpatched companions? Good 
may be, has been, and, I truft, is now done by 
chofe, in whofe view there was a reigard to the 
honors and riches of this world, as well as the pro- 
motion of Chriftianity ; and the feme may be faid 
of others, in whofe defign the objects united were 
religion and traffic. * But thefe are cafes not very 

' common ; 

f Ao illullrious inftance we have of this in Mr, Thomas 
Alayhe^v, the firff of this, name in America. He came over 
31 a merchant to the MaiTachufetts, in the early umes of that 
.plantation^ and, meeting with difappointments in his bufineft, 
he procured, in t64i« a Grant or Patent of Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, the Earl of Sterling's agent, for M^irtha's Vineyard, 
Nantucket, and Elifabeth lues, to make an Englifh fettiement. 
He was Governor as well. as Patentee of thefe Hands. This 
•led him, though now about fifty-five years of age, to learn fo 
much of the language of the natives as was needful to under- 
iland and difcourfe with them.- And as heigrew in this ac- 
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tommori ; as we (hall* foon Ife, If we orily look 
into paft hiftory. By fo doing it wiU pcf baps b^ 

'^xrement, he Wa^ ^eatly helpful to Kis fbn TKomas; noV k 
preacher to them; in the pious .work of, making tbcmChrij^ 
tians. Upon the ^of9 of thi^ ^is cxoellent :^i4 only ion i^ 
.1657, though npw in the IfevcRticth y<ar o:^>hrs age^ an holy 
zeal for the gloiy of God, aiid a mbft ^ompaffionate charity 
'for the fouls Bfthb- periihing Indians, kindle Qp in his bread. 
iThey raife him above all thofe ctrcmoniesr forlns and diflinc-r 
•tion» that lay-iurt^^ wa]^, and which h^ ac^QUOi^as nothings 
in competitipn wjtli their eternal jalyation; a^d he thereupon 
refolvcs, having iid profpeft ofi itgofer'mimftcr, ttf do his 
utmofl tbcariJ^ on tK^ gOod'wotIc tkatBild beeiri begUn smong 
^hem, notwithftanding all ^xtej:iial 4ij{ip|}He3 S|p4 difcours^e- 
jmcnts. He frequently yiiited, c^nveribd with, apd inftruaed 
this poor people. He went Once a wq^fe to fom<^ of tjieir plan- 
tations. A t fo' advanced an age,- he fet hfmfelf witB limvearieQ 
diligence to perfect himfelf m their difficitlt language ; and* 
though a Governor, yet was not aihamed tq become a jpreachi^ 
amonjgj them. He ordinarily preached^ to fome of tteir aflerii- 
'blies one day every week as long as he livea. And his heart 
was fo exceedingly engaged in uie fervice, that hef fbared nb 
pains, nor fatigues at fo great an age therein ; fometunes tra- 
velling oh foot nigh twenty m^les diroueh the wpods'to preach 
.and vifit^ where there was no Epglifh houfe near to lodge at 
in his abfence From home. ' Irt d* fe^ years time, with the 
'affiftance of thoft i^ligious InS^s who taught on the Lord'a- 
day, he perfoaded the natives oh. the wefttend of the liland to 
receive the Gpfpel, who had many year$ been obflinately re- 
folved againjl it ; fo that now the Indians on the Ifles of Mar- 
tha's VineyaH and Nantucket might juftly bear the name of 
Chriftian. The number of their adultj on both thefd Iflandi, 
.was then about three thoufand. He went on laborioully in 
this noble work of promoting the falvation of the fouls of thefe 
Jndians to the ninety- third year of his age, when he die^ to 
ihe great lamentation both of the Englifh and Indians. — 
When the incorporated Society at home fhall fee fit, in their 
pious zeal for the propagation of ^he Gofpel. to employ Mif- 
ijonaries, as they might eafily dbj among the in)fi ah heathery 
fettled all over this Continent, whb fl)411 <?-^'ert themfelves 
with like refolute diligence and frdellty^ tb *^ turn th^m fro^ 
darknefs to light,'* in oppofitibn to all the difficulties and 
' hafdfliips they may be called to contend with, we will " highly 
elleem them in love for their work's fake ;" and, inflead of 
treating their names with reproach, we will greatly ** honor 
them in the Lord." 
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^tmd, that the connexion of honors^ riches tnd 
power, with employments that are fpiritual^ has 
been as fruitful an occa£on of pride, haughtinc^, 
tampering with Princes, and advifing and helping 
forward oppreffivc tjrranny over confcience, a^ 
the mixture of ** traffic with religion" has ever 
been of thofe deceitful fraudulent a£^s the latter 
prohibits. 

It follows In the next words^ ^^ Commerce in*r 
^^ deed has been the occafion of communicating 
^ the knowledge of Chrift from nation to nation ^ 
'^ but perfons engaged therein have not been the 
*' communicators of ' it:: Their bufinefs is of an- 
*^' other jbrt. But this has been; dope by other 
^^ men, detached from worldly afiairs, andzealoujs 
^ and fkilful in divine knowledge ; who, taking 
" the advantage of the intercourfe opened by them 
** with other views, have preached . the gpfpcl 
*' where it was before unknown. In this way oijf 
^' Planters have excelkd^ having giyen double 
^^ occafion of prop^iaating (:hriftiapity among thp 
** native heathen of thefc regions, and among 
^* themfelVes alfo, who Toon bpcaipp hpathen." 

By the firft recitpd 'words in this paflEage^ thp 
idea obvioufly and intentionally conveyed tq thp 
world isj that our Planters, biding engaged in the 
bufmefs of traffic, might be the ociraljon of fomr 
municating the knowledge of Chrmt to the barb^ 
rians here, but that they were pot themfclves thp 
communicators of it. This was done by others, 
no doubt the worthy miffionaries from the Society, 
at home -, who, being detached from wbrldy affairs, 
and zealous and (kilful in divine knowledge, took 
occafion, from the intercourfe that had been 
opened with tfcofe to whom t)ie Gofpel was un- 
known, to preach it to them.; So that it fiiould 
feem, tbefe Miflionarifis, not; the Planters, werp 
the only p^ons who bad any hand in propagating 
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Chriftianityin ckcre parts of the world. A goodly 
account truly f Nothing, could havje- be^n faid 
m^re htfn<)rary either of djc Society, or their Mif- 
fionarles; aiasd the glory reflcfted on them (hines 
the brighter, as it is contrafted with the higheft 
reproach t'bat could be caft on the Blanten, The 
good people in Englandv who are unacquainted 
with the tranfaftions in this new world, may be 
led, from the above reprefcntation, into exalted 
apprehe<n(i<>ns of the pious endeavours bdth of the 
Society and their Miflionaries.; It is indeed well 
adapted to-open their heans and hands in cpncribu- 
tions to carty on what they have fo hopefully 
begun. But the unhappincfs is, heaven and earth 
'ure not rtioi^ diftant from each dther,^ than this 
account' is from the truth of the cafe ; as We^ who 
live hert^ do eertainly know : For which reafon, 
to fay nothlrfg more harlh, we are really afto- 
nifhed.' 

By thfe htfer words, a great myftery is opened. 
It always appeared to us an unaccountable thing, 
that the Society for propaaating the Gofpel in 
thefe foreign parts, fhould ' lay out fucH vaft fums 
of their mbrtey'in fupponiftg Miffionaries, efpe- 
cially in placed that were moft populous, and had, 
as We itnjgirfed, the leaft need of them j but the 
difficulty is now unravelled* We had given 
** DOUBLE OCCASION of propagating Chriftiariity ;" 

that is, OCCASION '•* AMONG OCR SEI^VSi WHO 

SOON BECAME HEATHEN," as wcU as " among 
the native heathen of thefe regions/' It is tafily 
perceivable, from what is here faid,- that not only 
his Lordlhip, but the incorporated . Society before 
whom he preached, unlefs their vote of thanks was 
a meer compliment, look upon us as having made 
ourfelves "Heathen.'* And, if this is our juft 
chafafterv proper occadon was df&Dcd fori the 
'** propagation of Chriflknity?* among . us :; . Md 
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they, ^ye kindly ptied oi^r wretched cafe, and> 
ieatja^v^fl: ^pply of help to deliver u&r out of ir-^ 
^9 are Heartily forry fo very rcfp^able a body of 
mea ihoul(i entertain fuch a bad opinion of us. It 
can. ^. owing to one pr other pf thefe two caufes^ 
only, Tney either think, with fome they have, 
lent to uSj that we have no true minijiers^ vo accept" 
abh worj^if^ no valid adminijlration of facramentSy 
and, in a word, no religion of any value ; a& our 
fliinift^ have not had the hands of fqme Bijhop^ in^ 
a hmalfucceffion from the jipojiles^ impofed on theniy 
and our religious fervices ^re performed conformably] 
to thc^^iifates of our confciences^ and not that decent, 
farpK^hich has been ejiqblifhed by the Government at 
home: ,Or they have been led, by cruelly hard and 
potoriouily falfe reprefentations of us, to imagines^ 
that we are become like to the native barbaroua 
heathen . themfelves ; ignorant pf; God and out 
obligations to him j without any (enfe of religion^ 
Qr.praftigal regard to it ; and, given up to commit 
all yndeannefs and wickednefs with greedinefs. 
"yVp wquld not think fo reproachfully either of 
his Lordihip, . or the Society, as to attribute the ill 
opinion they have conceived of us to the firft of 
tj^eiie?. caufes : iNor (hall we be brought to it by af>y 
thing Ihort of their plain affirmation in the cafci 
We cannot therefore but fuppofe, that the Color 
nies have, been fet before their view in an horribly 
'^bufive light, by fome fecret back-biters and rcr 
vil^rs, through bigotry,. prejudice, malice, intereft, 
or fome other luft of the flefli or rnind. 

His Lordihip, in the next paragraph, having 
reflefted blame upon the Gov;ernment in* thefe 
times for the " defedion" he had charged thi; 
Colonies with, and aggravated this blame by fe- 
,veral weighty confider^tions, expreffes Jiimfelf, 
p. lO^ ip^ thefe words, ^*,Now this great evil, irrq-» 

CfewV «?is]i«i*5#ft>^^^ e^fily-bfep preyentqi 
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*f growing in cur C)^om^*^ bat the f^me evil- 
^\ having^eeri luffered to grow, hath beqn'fbvrna 
'? fo hard to esTpdl, that now, after more than 
** 60 years diligent endeavour, it iaVery iferfroni 
*^ being eradicated." If by irreligion, tHe' great 
^Yil 'fpokcn of, js meant, the great rnrpietV* of 
ferving God, without doing it after thq.mocieof 
the eftablifhed Church at holne, it h ackno^letfged^' 
its '^ growth was not * prevented at firft,** if.it 
inight have been; and it has been •^ furred to 
grow*^' everfince, without interruption, until about 
the time of the Revolution in England, andT^ncc 
then by the Society for ' the prdpag^tipA of-thi? 
Gofpel in foreign parts. And it is' fipf)ed, by ap 
Jeaft twenty nine in tl^irty throughout NpW-Eng- 
land, that it will^ ihftead of being; eradicated, go 
on to grvow, even to the end of time,^ hotwithftand^ 
irig a' i' efforts that may be made to the cbhtrary. 
If this be "irreligion," we are not afhatned td 
glory in it, though We ftiQlild be accounted ^^ ^ols 
tor thus glorying i** nor are there wanting tholp 
here, who would efteem it " better to die than 
that any map," or body of men, '" fhould make 
ihdr glorying void'^ in this refpeft. But'if by the 
V growth of irreligion" his Loi*d{hip would be 
underftood to mean," the incrc^fe of irreverence 
toward God, exj>refled in ah unbecoming treat- 
tnent of his name, perfeftions, and governirjg 
■authority; unrightebufnds toward men, difcoverca 
in the various ways of fraudulent and oppreffivc 
dealing; and a difregard to the great chriftian law 
of Ibbr.ety, made manifeft by an indulgence to 
pride, luxury, extravagance, uncleanncfs, and 
thofe other liifts which argue the want of dye felf- 
government : I fay, if this is what' his Lordlhib 
.Itieans by " the growth of irreligion," he had no 
need to have looked' fo far foi^ it as thelc diftant 
Regions, l^e:(^ the land wbkh gave our fbre- 
-; * -: - '^ ' t fathers 



fathers bir^^ k greatly ab.ufed, both by its' qw4 
inhabitantg, 'and Pfhers who have been there, it 
d&es hot come at all behind the Colonics in thi^* 
^inc| (^f gcowth, even- heigbtqed in malignity.:- 
While jer, the whole body o£ dnly autbgrifeaCXtx- 
gymcn, fuporio?? gnd. inferior^ have, if they havd 
done their, duty, 'been diligently employing their 
Xxvti^ afid pams, tqx mpre t^an iixty years many 
times told, tp give check to it ; and under the ad? 
vantage tbo of chat eftablifhed m(9de of performing 
divine ftryice, which, for a long pn^Q, was not in 
pfe h^re. .^x\6. \£ thq ^bounding growth of pi-r 
quity could not h^ prevented at home by the 
united force of fb many regularly ordained mini- 
fters, high and low, faitnfijlly laboring to promot^ 
io good a ^efigp^ ^nd in coi^formity to jhi? pre- 
fcribed order of the beft religious eftablifliment in 
the world ; why fhould it be thought ftrange, if 
there ^45 the growth of likp ba4 fr^jf V^ ^he Co- 
ionjes, ^hicl} cQuId not hive been fo fully favour-? 
ed with the enjoymept of thefe advantages ? 

What the true ftate of the foutherri Cqlonie^ 
Jsj * I leaye tq be defcpfeed by thofe whq are bpttef 

acquainted 

* The prcfcnt Arch-Bifiiop pf Canterbury, in his fodety* 
•lermony preached, in ^741, when he was Bifhop of Oxford, 
fpealdng of mor^ of the BritKh Colonies than one, fays, 




?* not adminiftred for near tweiify years tdgiether, nor that of 
V the Lord's fupper for near iixty, among many thoufands of 
** people, who did not deny the obligation ot thefe duties, 
^* but liv^d notwitSftahding in a ftupid negleft of them,'* 
The more fodth^rn Colooies, it is fuppofed, are here hel4 
forth to view ; as the defcription cannot, with fo much as tH^ 
ihadow of tri^th, be applied to any othei^. And according to 
this reprefentation of theiri, ■ th^y were certainly fit obje^b Of 
jjlp Society's coropaffionate regards 3 ^fpecially as they were 

» incorporate^ 
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acquainted . with ^hem than. I can pre^tcnd to be, 
JBiit, a^to the hrofe frorthern pnes,' thofe particu- 
larly that ate coftvffr^hended; \ind^^^ n^me ^ 

r • • 

■•,. t ...» t % ■ • 

iticorporated principaHf vtth a defign to extciid thcff carj? t(> 
^kH of the Plantanbns HEhofe ftate was thaiK deplotabty fad. 
&nje would thereiqiTc'.n^tlvniUy think, ^hji^rin .propoitkm.tp 
tljieir ability, and the need of thefe places, they would h^yc^ 
icnt'Miflionaries to'pcr'forrit the offices of religion among ^en^, 
And yef, if we looic drcr their abftrafes, we (hall frnd, that 
t eir pioite zeal Jias chieflv difoovcved^kfelT ia miffion9«d 
och^. Colonies, wher^.Teadbiers abound, the. wotihip of God 
on Lord's-d^ys is generally a^ ^eli^ovfly attei^ded, and the 
iacramehts of baptifm and the Lord's' fupp^r are as dulyadmi- 
niftred as in England itfelf; and this to thCcoMPAHATiVE 
iiAGLBCT of the abow de&ribed placed, where there was 
fcarce any fenfe qr appearance of C^ri^ni^, • What is iuerc 
faid of the Society^s condod is as true a nift, as that tl\eir 
abilra£ls relate the truth'. It can, as I imagine, be accounted 
ifbf upon no principle but this, thkt they' think they ihall better 
anfwer the grbat defign of their incorporation, bfy zealous en* 
favours to make cpnverts from Preibyteiianifm ^nd Congrc^ 
gationalifm to Epifcopacy, than by propagating the gofpel iii 
places that have no Teacher, no pCtljUc wcrfhip of Gpd, no. 
facraments, horany^ footft'cps of Chriftianity beyond the mccr 
name. If this ia really tkeir principle, it is hoped ithe^ wil{ 
4iat be av^rfe opealy to avow it in words, a§ they vif t^aJly do 
in their pradice. 

'Tbofc jilacei'arc then-f^oken of, p. 5,' where the Hate of 

idlings was •" a little better," but flill *^ lamentably bad.'* 

The more northern Colonics muft be here intended. But why 

are they repr^fexvtedasio circumftajices lamentably b^d? 11' or 

no reafi)n, that we Icno^qf here, that could move the conoir 

pa^on of the Society, bu^ t)iisi that episcopacy had not got 

fuch ftrong Noting here as they might deiire. And howeveif 

.f^ afic^nv reprel!^u^ations' might be pa4e" of our deplorable 

condition oy '' th^ inhabitants ya thefe parts, by Governors, 

^rprincipalperfonsof note," to ufe the language of the fer- 

^inoA,a becoming regard to their honor as men: of truth, 

pbliges us t9 fay, that their rep^-efentations muft refpeft our 

fiate chieijy m.this point of view, viz. the non-prevalence of 

the Church among us. This, I know, is, in the judgment of 

icmit^ the mod dep'orable (late a people can he .iii», however 

$ig)ily favoured they may be with the means of grace, under 

axiother 4node of administration, though mcfre agreeable to the 

.punxy and fi^plicity oCthe^ofp^l, 

- .. '■'.. ■ ...... •• ... : . ... .::> - "-i. NcW- 



Kew-England, it is acknowledged, they have too 
far departed from the fimpjicity, piety^ and ftri^ 
virtue of their fathers. There may Be foitte iilr: 
fidels within thefe limits •/ but their * number, i 
believe, is very foiall. Thofe that are 'fo, came to 
us from abroad, orwere corrupted by booksWrot?^ 
at home, and imported from thence. There art 
aifo to be found, in thefe parts, men of no c6m- 
fcience, di0blute in their manners, and accuftomed 
to do evil J ordering their corivcrfation by lle(hly: 
.wifclpm, not by the grace of God. But this riot^ 
withftanding, I will be bold to fay, true Ghriftia- 
hity is pot more generally, better pra6Hfed ih any 
psirt of the world. . There is not a town, or village, 
within thefe largely extended Colonies, (Hhode- 
Ifland Colony excepted) unleft fo lately feftted as 
not to have had time for it, but is furnifhed'vrith 
a houfe for the worftiip of God, and a miniftcr fet 
apart for th^ ad minift ration of Gofp^l-ordiriances 
in it ; and, at thefe houfes, there is every Lord's- 
day, and at other times alfo, a general rcfortof 
the people to attend on the public feryices of reli- 
gion. I (hould not wrong the truth, (hould I fay, 
thaf neither the Lord's-day, or his worfhip on that 
day, are more univerfally and devoutly regarded 
by any people on the earth. And as to the moral 
and cbriftiap virtues of faith in the being, pcr- 
fe&ipns, revelations, and eovernment of God, 
love to hifti, an holy fear of him, truft in his all- 
fpfiiciency, and fubjedtion to his wiil, however 
made knowii, whether in his word, or providential 
conduft, they are as generally poflcfled here, and 
jchro>yn out into exercife upon pVoper bccafionsf,' as 
ip any part of the. known world; And it would 
be a v^jrong^ to thefe Colonies, . fljould a contrary 
Tcprefe;itat;pr\ be given of their charatfter. ' 

I fhaHadcf here, whatever grpwth of vice there 
fljay bq in thefe p.arts, it is as vifiMe irf the cures of 

.'...; ". '■ "'- ^^ '•''^^: -••' -'-'■— ^ ■ --the 
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the MilSonariea from the Society, as where they 
are - neither employed, oi- . deOred And from 
lience it may be juftly concluded, as thefe Mi{^ 
fionarics, through thp pious pare of the Society^ 
^re as numerpus he^e a? any wherp oh the Anicf 
jrican Continent^ t:hat tjiis growth, in whatevef 
ikgrec it jpay prevail, is riot pWing to the want of 
validly ofdained mn0ffs^ or any fpecial mode of per- 
forming divine worfmp ; but to other caufes. What 
thefe arC| it would oe eafy, wefe it iieedful, tb 
point out. They havp operated^ it tray be, more 
powerfully in corrupting the nation at home, thaii 
)ts dependjM^t Cplonies. Whenever they are re- 
jpovc^, rciiffion^ in unftaiped glory, Nvill mor^ 
univcrftlly me pl^ce bofh fherc ana here y but 
DOl'till then. ' ' ' ^ 

His Lorjilhip fpcaks, a few pages onward, of 
fcvcral things that obftru^ the Society's ende^^ 
Yours to eradicate irreligion, the inveterate evil| 
fo widely difFufed over this yaft tradt 6f Country; ^ 
One is, to ufc his own words, p. fp, " Thd 
f V want of Semin4rie!5 in thi^fe parts, for the edu- 
•.' capon of geripn^ to ferye in the ittiniftfy of the 
•' Gofpel ; A grea|: difadyaritage ;' fo great, that 
^' there i^ reaSr^ to appfehend, it may otte da]^ 
undo al| that the Sqciety fiaye been for many 
yeafs labouring to do. j-Iad fiis Lordlhip 
thought: it ^orth whilfc to havfc morfc fully iriformedl 
jiimfelf of tl}e Itate o( thip^s jp this part of the 
MTorld, he would have found rto rfeafon for com* 
plgunt upon fhis head* Seminaries for the educa- 
tion iof perfons to.fcrye iij the rtiinifti^y^ or anj^ 
other calling that would make a learned education 
propen are,, it may be, rather tOo numerous ii) 
the Colonies. Thfey are rtore multiplied Here, \i\ 
proportibn, than in Engy d ; though there may 
•jbifs no comp^rifoo.^eFween their endowofjfents. We 
i]^/e ho Icis Win '"fix public Seminaries in North 

America. 
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America, Tw6 of them, one at. Virginia, tlid 
otjier at N? wr Yprk, arq Epifcopal c6Ueg6s ;* ' afif^ 
n thijd,: t;h^t.^at..Phila4eIphia, na$ an 'Epifcopal 
Clergyman at its ^'ea4. • The othet* thi*ee are open 
to the fons of (^hurgh-ipen, ia icc^mmort wit'h the 
Tons of otherfj.and/thpy.^re.admitted[ with tlt^ 
Umfi f^eedoriTf, ; andi I m'ay'a^d'^ without apy pr*p 
viouily requi^jed' oaths, or, fubfcHptions. " Tht? 
pxoft refpfeflable of thefe Collegps for long ftanding^ 
.and endqvymfndj, is'that at Cambridge in the Maf- 

.&cl)uf9fts PrQvJnc.€'/*f Th<r*?> f?arc^ ^ ChurgRT 

• This was' the firtt' Colliege In 'the American world. So 
far'Wk as 1636, the' Maflachiifetts^ Goieral Aficmljly-^ye 

' £ 46a toward Its itfe.; .In the iiext foUowii^ jear ,but o^«, t^e. 

*)iSicmorahlt JoJhn Hfir'vfir^, Ich, by his.lall w}ll, one %^^ i>J 
jbi* eftate to. carry oij ^^ Ame gc«d. defi^rt. ^ Aijd thi'sydaf, 
iSjS, giv€S date tor the foundation of-^his College. 1% has 
Wer fince been known *by the ntoie of harvahu pollege. 
it was ere£^ed principally for th^ Educ^tioa of our tons to ferye 
•in the work of tl^e (Vliiuttry ; that,, a§ Churches were miilti- 
plied, there mighf $j5 no want or fuitdbly qualified perftns io 
>ake the pa^ral.C^ai'e of them.' Aild'fi^onl h^nct only thfly 
Vveref^ppKWnmchtlie greater jwut -of II <Kptjc|ry-j a^4,with 

■^jnorejchan sfew offuch asinftd^ a ^^ipg ^gure ii^ ^helr dav, 

. 2yfo(( of t)ie beft charai^Ur iq the Country for acquired accom- 
pjifliments> who ^a.ve feryed cither in. Chijrch or State,- W«r<5 
educated herC, at' Jeaft until other Colleges Were creded. h 
Vnaybe fiidk)f this, without reflection* th^t, in cbni^quen^e 
*of donations,, in former days and nuxre }ate}y. from q\ir owil 

' people, and from :abroad» it is tne beAendOvved of any Cotie^O 
on tiie American Continent, though 'it may he belOw air com- 
parifon with the Colleges -in Europe.— As this College hfis 

• rnbvn (b mudh candOr^and catholici^ci iti its fentimeuts aqd 

• condud toward the Church of Englaivd,^ and as it h^s been fo 
helpful to the Society ^t honje ii> lupplying them with moft bf 
their. Miijionarips for the northfem Colonies; it would hare 
been but a decent compliment, if it had been accounted wof| 
'thy of fome (mall part of the large fum jL^tely ^olleded through- 
out Etigland for ^hc benefit of Seminaries in theie p^ts of the 
world. Such SLS were of Church-principles might hkvd beeti 
educated for the t^Jian-ferdice with as much freedoni here as 
felfewhere; and, probably^ as many might .have gone fi-om 
hence upon the nob|e 4efign pf carrying th^ Gofpel ^0 ;he b^- 

man. 
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Ihan, in this Pi^ymCe,*of any figure, but has had 
one or more of His foiis educated h<^re ; and it- is 
.fromhenpe, thfit thfe Society at home have had, 
pcrbajps, the .moft of thofe they have employed in 
.jJie Ncw-Ebglaii'd Colonies, .which' have been' the 
greateft (tarers in their pious care to propagate the 
.Gofpei. It J^nay^be farther laid to the honor of 
this^CoUege, aria* in proof of their being aftuated, 
not by afpirit -of bigbtr^, but by the noble Ipirit 
of true chrifti^h litJctty, that,' fer from obliging 
their youths of Chufch-principies tcrjoiniri public 
*worfl>ip, where it is carried on after the Congrega- 
tiottalmbde, they have ; excuied them 'from it by 
a ftUrtding law tnade on purpofe: Only, by the 
ikme law, they iiffc laid under ^bligadorts not to 
ne^eft divine feryiice. performed in the Epifcopal 

• ChiTfch near the College ; and in cafe of abfence^ 
Without futficieiit reafon, they are fubjeded to the 

r jfaoje fine the other youths are, if ihey groundlefly 
abicnt themfelves from the .place where God is 
worftiipped in our way.: I Ih^l only add here, all 

* the; churches of every other denomination receive 
conftahdy a full ftlpply for the miiliftry from* this 
and the other Seminaries ; and ib might the church 
of Englandy if- they pleafcd. There is no obfta- 

^ cle in the ^ay, unfefs fVom themfclves. If there- 
- fore ithas happened^ that " fcveralChurches have 
itood vacant, became nonp could be found to ofE- 
crate in them,^' and that the . '* (ame want hath 
been an hirtderance to the 'propter work of the So- 
ciety, and muft needs prove an effbftual bar to any 
farther confiderable progrefs in it,'* as his Lord- 
Ihip fpeaks, p. 20, it muft be aicribed, not to the 
" ♦' want of Seminaries" here, of which there are 
enough already, but to fomfe other caufe. The 
Church-intcrcft can be in no danger from this 
xjuarter. - - 

Another 










-,^-, _„er.. diiS^vantage, j attending tbe : propaga^ 
ti^n-pf'^tlie t^cd|)4;,W .-t^^:^? igB-f^Ff s,^ hi» ^^t^'-^ 
Am^tak^snopiC^'p^^^ P- .2.^1^ in (;]i^fbll0wmg.wo|r<iij,* 
*''^^fet encap^ haye,^he inhabitants of 

^, tti^^fe , f^^gic^s .'.to qualify ^%mfel^es . fq?- bolljr 
*^ orders., lyl^il^^i^Q ^\>i2L\i^-^\\^m^ .tfi^yjif ;wcricc 

*^ much ; intqnycnic^ce, ; tjftltg?'!?.^ ^.^d px^nto; 
** which jdiQjfe wj^ ffQojc bother on tJbat errand jcan 
•^ but ill^bcar^. J And^ i£ tbcy have the fortune .to 
J* arp vc |afc, • ^mg i>f re ^witbou t fri^lds, and wkiif 
*^ out acqiiaintoncp, they have: the fad bufinefer^ 
Y^ umiergo, .xi£,grcfciiting; themfelves unknown ■ to 
.*.'. perfon5ja.n|^9\yn,( wirfiquc ai^y ireconoAienidation 
}^. or intrbdu Aion, ; excqpt certain papers . in. tbeit 
;« ppckf^,^^^^^^ nqt :icir€umft3nqe3/irt thi^ 

"ic f'^^^'' W^9^^f.^^ detGf ..eve)y.Qi:dinary xwragc, 
" and to" damp the mod adventurous fpiritS* .* . 
. ;^ It is ;^qkw;>f Ipdgpd, it . yould . l><. a gT^tidif- 
'^irburagementtO'the fon?,q^ t^e Chjarch^frpmiCjoa- 
lify inc themfelves for holyjordcm; fand I * ip^y ; fay 
^to otbci;?.,afro, educated „ir> ,tj^ pfincipleg.ot the 
! Ck)antry £ronr> taking them, if,? in order to obtain 
. them, tbey.mufl; crofs a wide oceaq at thwr ovvn 
. EXPENc?^ . . But this, . I prefume, is rarely, if^ever 
.the cafe. They are,- as we fupppfe upon good 
in£(;)rmatiQn, freed, from this, difcouragement by 
. being weJl.provided for, if not by the Society in 
part 35 leafl:,. by- tl)ofe who . expect the benefit of 
their .labors,^ ,. As for royfeif, was I a .candidate 
fo^ holy ordeFs^ I fliould efteemit a happy circum- 
.;.ftance.in the cafe, to have fo fair an opportunity to 
' vii(xt thq land of our fore-father's nativity. And [ 
* befieve phere are few but are encouraged by this 
T very thing that is rcprefented as a matter of 'ib 
. great difcQuragement. Their *' being thqre with- 
. . out friends, and without acquaintance,"., is. a dif- 
. ficulty riiade by imagination only. As they go 

from 



from hence upon the nobly profdTtjd dcfi^a 6i 
ttking holy ordcrsj- that-,tKey nnay be validly com- 
niiffioncd to propagate the Gbfpd, it i^ impotoJc^ 
they Ihoilid long want- '♦ friehds br atJqtiaihtattdc/*- 
if it Avere otily ^ttttri^ tfie tniithbgrs of thfe Sbtiety^^* 
tjiey are fo numfei'Ous, ind,' kt th^ fame time,'fo^ 
eameftly tugged in ^rorfibtih^ this pjbu^ defigri^ 
It is tfVKT^ the *V btjfinfefe of jjrfcfetkirfg tiichifelvejs 
unknown to thofe unlcnowHi friends wodld be fad/^ 
it they had iio *♦ recortrftertdatjoh exeqpt ceirtaiii 
papers in thfeir pocket.^ - It rt tJtthey Ihotild have 
thcfc papefs ih rcadiMfefs 16 bfe Vtih: Their itioraj 
qwaliflcatioiis cah^ bfe knoWti, at fufch i diftancc^ 
t>nly in this way. But it is as {ifcp^r tKe|^ (houfa 
havt knowledge iii their heads, A^'tjapch iriiheij: 
pockets; AtiS k is hoped, the &cicty ie'n3- ijo 
MiffionarieS bUt fuch is ai'e able tp rtcomihcn^ 
thenifelves in the fdtmef, as well ^ ' tfie Jatttt ot 
thefe'-^ys* - - -■ - '' 

HiS'Lordfhip now comes to ilpt Mtt afid ^r<fateft 
inconver>ience^ ** t^i^ WAnt of Bi(H6ps inoufC^- 
lontesi^' • *' Thisi^^ fays he, p; u. " Bdide$ 
other difadvant^ges attending it, ^appears, fh 
partitular, to be' the fundamental tatife of tHe 
" wantTof native Minifters. The dne removfed ; 
" the othi^r, it feems, would cedfe of cottrfe. Fbr 
" can it be imagined, could ordfers be had bri the. 
*' fame terms there as elfcwhere, that a number of 
*' the native-^ fufficient - for ' the lervite of the 
Church, Would hot offer themfelves ih thofe, as 
they do, in all other parts of Chriftendom/* 
The want of '* native minifters/* if this is really 
the cafe^ is not, I believe, owin^ to ^ny of the 
taufcs his Lordfhip has mentioned, not excepting 
that of there being ♦* no Bifhops in the Colonies.'* 
If I may fpeak her? with the fame freedom that I 
thinks I would fay, there is, in bne refpedt^ art 
obvious difFerenct betwceh dbr people; and thbfe 
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^Ko pjfbfefs themfelves Church-men. The formei^. 
gthtrally fend their fobs t6 one or other of pur 
Colleges with a view to their b^ipg educated foi* the ' 
Aiinifhy. 'This is rarely done by the latter: Should* 
iiny aik fhe reafdn;— it ttiult bb plainly faid^! 
<5ur Churches irfe nuhiferoiis for a new Cduritrj^^ 
many df them large, arid well capable of providing 
for their mipiftefs ; arid, by a fwifc iricreSfe of in- 
habftants ahd neW fettlerhdnrs, they are daily 
growing bbthin Humber^Hd ability tb fuppoft theil^ 
Clergy. , There iis hefdfrdnl the ptdfptSt of a to- 
Icrablii ][)ravifion for xjur foils, if edudatdd to ferve 
In • thfe mihiftry. ' Wherea§, there afe vefy fevi^ 
Epifcppal chardHfes that '^ ftand uj5ori their owji 
legs J*'— and by far th^ greater p)art of the dther are 
fmall ifi* niiiiiber, 'v^eak ih jibiiity, atid infufficieht 
to njaihiaih their oWnihiniftfy, tinlefs aflirted by 
the Society^^' at homfe. It is this that dilcdurageS 
the Church-pfeople froih bringing \jp their fdns for 
iple;"gymin: TWy chuIS rather t6 provide fof theni 
fo'thi Cfihti' ^fiiy. And as tb profelytes froni us^j 
,the temptation ordinarily is. fo.fmal!, that few are 
bvcfcothe liy It until* they haire fourld there was 
Kttle of no prdfpefit of tneil- being employed to 
'greater advantage. No oAfe need now be at a lofi 
to aifign * thi& true catifc of the ^* want of hatiVe 
ihiniftfers." 

But if Bifhdps Ihould he fent to the Colon i^s^ 
the people would generally turn Church-men ;--- 
the Eccleiiaftical ftate of things would (bori be 
inverted j— Epifcopdlidns would quickly exceed the 
bther denoftiinatioris of Chriftians, as niuch as they 
how exceed theih, 

Thisi without all doubt, it thd grand point 
ialmtd at 5 and there may be fome^ both at home 
iind here, who really think all this woilld fpeedily 
tome into event. But thofe who are belt ac* 
ouaintcd with the geniqs, tehmpet and prinCipJes. 
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of the Colonifts, at leaft in. thofe parts where they 
are molt numerous, have not the leaft motion of 
ftar excited in them from the profpe^ of aay fuch 
cfFeft of the miflion of Bifhops. They are rather 
concerned, leaft it fliould be the occafioo of hurt-' 
All confequences both to them and us.. Such con- 
fequences would certainly be the cfFe6t, H ihdk 
Bifliops Ihould make ufe of their^suMjaioRiTV, as 
moft probably they would, fooner or later, to ia- 
iluence our great men here, and much greater ones 
at home, to projed, and endeavour tO/ carry into 
execution, meafures to force. the growtjh of the 
Church. It may be'relied on, our people wquld 
not be eafy, if reftraincd. in. the esccrcile of thap 
" liberty wherewith Chrift has made them free*," 
yea, they. would hazard every thing de^r to them^ 
their eftates, their very lives, rather ihan fuffcr 
their necks to be put under that yoke of bondage, 
which was To fadly galling to their fatt^s, and.oc- 
cationed their retreat into this .diftant^.Und, thac 
'they might enjoy the freedom of men ami chrif- 
tians. 

His Lordlhip fpeaks, p. zZy^ ^v'^^. ^^^^ ^ 
'Biljiops, as the " more heavily lan^e^ble^*'' be- 
caiife " all fefts of Proteftant chriftlans at home, 
and all fave one (meaning the Church of £nglai)4) 
throughout the Colonies, have the full -cnjoymeat 
of their religion." 

A ftranger to the Colonies woiald be apt to think, 
from this caufe of lamentation, that the^pifcopal 
Churches here, inftead of enjoying the liberty that 
is common to the other denominations of chriftian^, 
•were in a ftateof religious opprefljon: Whereas 
the, real truth is, not the leaft reiftraint is laid upon 
their chriQian liberty. They worftup God when, 
wlierc, and how they pleafe, without Jiindrance or 
mbleftation : Y^a, they are diftingujfhed from HHi 
o:her denominations in this refpeft^ that ihcy arc 

the 
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the only obje&s of 'thepjpus charitable hejpr of the . 
richefl: Society in alt England incorporated upc«ni ^ 
religious defigm And they are befide^l Wtjhin the 
Maffachufett3 Province, [how it is in the oth^r^ 
Colonies I know not} ftvpv*^^^ ^Y ^ ftanding law 
that excu&s them from paying toward the fupp5)rt. 
oif any oiinifters but their own. 

Bqt they 'have *' na Bifliops." Very true ; an^ 
they>have no jqftre^fon for complaint upon tljiis 
head. ' For, let it be cbnfidered. 

Throughout an extent qf territory more than five 
hundred; ntttles in length, comprehending feven 
Provinces^ the fopr Ne\y- England ones, and thofe 
of New-York j the Jerfies, and Penfylvania ; I fay, 
throughout thcf? largely extended Provinces^ fo 
well inhabited, that they contain more ttjan a mil- 
lion of fouls, there are not, by the beft informa- 
tion I can get,- more than eight or nine Epifcopal 
gh\irches that fupport thenifelves* A|l the reft, to 
the amount of aboiit fi^isty, more or ^fs, chi^0y, 
made up of convert? frpn); the other denominations 
of Chriftians, are fo far upheld in their exiftence 
by the Society at home, at the experice of not l(?ls 
than fonie thoufands ftefling.per annum, that, 
fliould'this be witbdi*awn, they would foon fink 
away fpri/vant , of . needed aflTiftance, Inftead now 
of) being contented- with the receipt of fp niuch 
pious charity, 'they think it hard, apd complain of 
it as a mod lamentable thing, that as many thoij- 
fands fterling more are not annually laid out for 
the maintainance of Bifliops among them. Is this 
reaforiable? Would Church-men themfelves thinjc 
it ib an regard ofpiher denominatipns of chriftians 
befide^^thehnfelves ? Should any of )thefe denomi- 
nations, in tike circuipftanfccs, make the like com- 
plaints,, infifting that they were not fuffered " fully 
to enjoy theii* religion^" none, it may be, would 
treat. thdr cooipi^uxts with more cpntenpipt, than 
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thofe who ire thcmfelvcs fo loud in- making themi 
And yet^ I know not, in regard of real noerit, but 
other denorpihatioris would have as good a right to 
complaih, as thofe who profefs themfelves mem- 
bers of the Church of England. For they, are the 
defcendarits from anceftors, who fubdued and cul-; 
tivated this rude wilderncfs, amidft a thoufand) 
difficulties and hazards, fo as to make it the plea- 
fant fruitful land we now behold it t hereby adding 
to the extent, ftrength aftd glory of the Britifti 
Crown : Nor has that facred Majefty who wears it, 
iliore loyal fubjefts even in England itfelf : And 
as they are far more numerous than the Epifco- 
paliansj they are in proportion more able •, and I 
am fure they would be as willing, to exert them- 
felves, if called to it, at the peril of their lives, in 
defence of his Perfon and Dominion*. 

His Lordfliip farther mentions it ^ as an aggra* 
vating circumftanee attending the^ant of Bifhops, 
that "even the Rorhifl^M|rftition within 'a Pro- 
vince lately a^^l^SPPIVritifh Do^ki^ns, is 
compleatly alljis^S^ffiall points; it hath Bifhops 
and Seminaries.'* 

It is prefumed, if Bilhops afe allowed in that 
Province, they are provided for by eftablifhmcnts 
within itfelf, when the inhabitants were fubjefts of 
the King of France ; not at the expence of the 
Britifli Crown or Nation, a^ it mull be^if Bifhops 
ire fent to fuper-intend the Epifcopal churches in 
the Colonies ; which makes a wide difference be- 
twixt the two cafes. But be this as it may, the 
faft itfelf may be efleemed certain, as it is affirmed 
by his Lprdfliip, whofe fituation leaves no room 
to fufpeft a miftake in a matter of this naturci 
And an aflonifhing one it is to us in thefe parts of 
the worid! the romish Superstition com-j* 

i^LEATLY ALLOWED IN ALL POINTS ! What mOr« 

furprifing! What more oppofite to one of the 
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great ends propofed by King William III. in in- 
jcorporating the Society for the propagation of 
"jhe Gbipel in thefe foreign parts! What could 
more powerfully obftru<5t one main branch of their 
^proper bufinefs, the prevention, or extirpation, of 
'-J^opcry in the Colonies ! We may reafoqably fup- 
^pofe, his Lofdfliip, and the whole incorporated 
body of which he is a member, are ftrongly affeft- 
*icd with grief at this compleat allowance ; and 
that they will unite in all proper rjemonftrances 
pponfo important an occafion. How far articles 
pr capitulation may have made way for fuch an 
' ftllowance^ I pretend not to judge -, but if, in virtue 
of any of them, it was made neceflary, a confcnt 
jtQ them was highly impolitic, and may be of dan- 
gerous coniequcnce to the British interpft, more 
cfpecially in that p^rt of America. 

His Lordfhip concludes what he had to fay 
upon the head of Bilhops, with thefe words, p. 25, 
'*' This poinc obtained, [the milUon of Biftiops tp 
the Colonies] the Atnfrican Church will foon go 
out of its infant ftate^ be able to Hand upon its 
own legs ; and without foreign help, fuppprt and 
fpread itfelf. then the business of this socie- 

'TV WILL HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TQ THE l^APPy IS- 

f\}E INTENDED." 

The conduft of the Society has, for many years, 
given us realon to fufpeft their main View was to 
jEPJscopisE the Colonies ; but we were never be- 
fore, that I know of, told fo in direft terms. His 
Lordfhip, in the prefence of the Society themfelves, 
has not only fpecificd their business, but in plain 
words declared, that it will be brought to its n^- 
tended happy issue, if they may "but have 
Bifhops, and the Church go out of its infaot ftate 
{o as to fupport and fpread itfelf." We are 6rmly 
perfuaded^ if their proper bufinefs is here pointed 
i>iit, and they profccute it with the greateft vigqr, 
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ttic " Rappy .iflTuC'thcy inteftd'* will n^yi^r ^tsike 
]^h\ce^ ^ccbrding to their defire, at leaft ia thl9 
^'New-EnWknd' Colonies. Thefe, for fcores of 
"^years, bav^ teen the fpecial bbjed of th^ir loUia- 
toris tart', and may have coft them, from firft to 
l^ft, more a great deal than thirty thoufand pounds 
'fterling. And what has been thcefibft? There 
;ftas gradually been the rife of about thirty three 
Ef>Hcopal churches, by far the greater part of 
^hich are fofmall in number, and to tjiis day fo 
infiifficient for their own fupport,: that, fliDuId the 
•^o6iety's pious charity toward them be; difcon- 
tinuedj there would Ht- no probable hope of their 
loog cohtinuarice in being;-. Whereas, the Congre- 
ga'tional and Prelbyteriin churches . only, without 
any charitable help from abroad, and in oppofition 
to all efforts to prevent it, have increafed to the 
Jiuttihct of' 550; and they go on increafing, as 
much in proportion beyond theEpifcopal churches 
is theye)ccccd them in nuniiibe.r arid ability. Why 
then Aiould the Society expcft " the happy ilJTue 
they ifitend ?'* There is. no reafonable room for 
hope in the cafe: Efpecially, if it be remembered, 
th^t we, in thefe parts, not only know the errand 
tif bur fore- fathers into this Country, but have 
been well indoctrinated in the principles of 
chrj^tYaN LiBERxy. "Old grudges and jea- 
loufies'* are no " obftacles" in the way of our 
^oing over to the Church ; and as to " obfplete 
''piques and groundlefs fe^rs", they are as fully 
" extinguiflied'* here as in ^' England.". We pre- 
ifer our own mode of worfhip ^nd difcipline to 
that of the Englifh church-, and we do it upon 
principle, as really believing that it comes, near- 
er to the purity and fimpiicity of Gorpc,l-direc- 
tion. And as thefe are the generally prevailing 
Ifentimems in New-England, and their conduft has 
all along been .generally conformable hereto, we 

have 



have na ieaiiur apprehenfiotis of a departiiFe here- 
fiMnit-bttt arc rather fully perfuaded, they will 
ftaniifaft to their principles, and clofely adhere t6 
thap-mode of worflwip which, has hitherto been hi 
ufe among them, whaiCever attempts may be madd 
to turn them' afide. ' 

Yoiii fee. Sir, I have endeavoured to comply 
ndtfa yoor defire. I hope your expedlations wiU 
90t be dilt^pointed. Poflibly, your view may be 
to publHh tbiefe remarks. As to this, you may 
do as you pleafe. N6 one is better able to judge 
of the ^irbpriety or truth of the fafts above i^i- 
iated', and I may depend, if they will not bear 
J^our fcrutiny, they will have your perufel only. 
I am. With' great refpeft. 

Your obliged, obedient fcrvaiit, 

Charles Chaimcy. 



Bofton, Dec ip, 1767. 






POSTS GRIP T. 

As you faid nothing to me afxlut Sbciety- 
Jferaion, preached by Dr. Warbwton, Lord Bifliop 
of Gloucefter, in j.766, .1 conclude yoii had not 
ieen it. WhUe I was finifhing the foregoing re- 
jnaiks, -his Lordfhip's third volume of fcrmons on 
various occaiions, in which this is contained, was 
put into my hands. It will not, I believe, be un^ 
-^acceptable, if I tranfcribe two or three pafiages 
in it for your perulal. 
Page 65^ ** But though the zeal of the firft 
Colonifts (rekindled by this violent remove to 
the other Hemifphere) kept religion alive and 
adive, yet their poverty difabled them from 
fupplying fuel to the vital flame •, I mean, prb- 
.^' vifionfor a preaching ministry. Infomuch, 
that without the kindly afllftance/ot their 
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1? Mother-Country, this new chnftian Commoii-f 

jf* wealth had been, a^ the Roman hiftorianr . cx^ 

f' preffes; it, of the ipiperial City io iti ciidle, 

f^ Res unitis ^tatis. Againft this danger;, 'i 

f^ timely ^id v/as to be provided.. And the Eoun:*^ 

♦* ders of' our Society," etc, .We doubt not his 

tordfbip's thorough acquaintance .with.tbc hiftory 

i)f other more important Countries, .evea/ fron^ 

jheir firft rife ;: but, the ftony of this ^has: * bertkinly 

been belpvy his notice, . Otherwife, he vriauldhave 

fcnQwn,;tbat fome of .the '.? firft. Colopiftsl' ^ were 

men of ample fortunes for tliat day.rt-tjip jHrould 

h^ve known alfo, if it was thdr unhappincfs: ta be 

poor, .that, notv/itibftanding. their poycncy^.tbcji^dicl 

in fa6l '^ fuppfy fuel to the vital. fl^md,!V/tbat. is, 

inake provifion fgr ^ preaching ministry-, info- 

mucb,. that, " withotit any kindly affiftance of their 

Mother-Counrry,'' they had a fufficiency of Mini- 

fters for the performance jqf tbefpuvdicb^ces df 

religion, wherever they extended their fcttlements, 

y^Q would h^ve knpvy.n .. fi^tl^ef. ;hat there ha4 

been nearly tht rcvoltition of an age; if a century 

i^y:he fo called,: and an incrcafe of Churchei to 

fome hundreds, with .Payors at the head: qftheni, 

before the e^dftencc* (if .tb^t; iacorpdtatcd body 

.which was to fupply '^\pteacbing Mi^iry^ without 

.which. religion could not be l^cpcah\fe<'r!Anxi He 

.wou^dhave knawn, .moreover, that,ffiDce the in- 

corpdration of thi^ Society, the^rowth of Church- 

.ps, and tlieat> fupply. v^iibiMiniLters, iat.leaft in the 

New-]^ng!and Colonies, has been moore than ten 

times greater^ wrthouc any help. from rthem, than 

where they have. affar45id .it at an. immenfe ex- 

.pience,' , . • 

Page 67, 'f Heire then wc; might well leave thefc 

•': contentious people to thamfelvesj^ did not a 

, f^ mifcrable circumftance ftiil call for our rcjefted 

V charity: I n^an, thr ipreading qentilj&m in 
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P the Colonics themfelves. Not a brutal ignot 
^* ranccbf God, iasamofig the Savage natives^ bqf 
^^ a.BLASP;HBM0ys goNTEMPfof hishply.diipenfa^ 
•>*• tions, among oiir Phllofo^bic Xolonijls^- . Wit^ 
what truth, orjpftice, this reproach is.c^ftupoii 
ihe Colonics, may be feen in the foregoing re,- 
•marks. Qnly it mfiy. be laid licrc, if^ there ace any 
^^' PhilpfopliYc Colonifts" ,who' " blafphcmqjlQy 
tbntdmn ,'G6d'$^ hply diljjdhfejiops,", they ^r? not 
wnfihecj:^ tQ the defcehdtoM Froni' ** Fanatics *i*^ but 
may as well be looked for in the Church, that 
jias been the fpecial objedt of the Society's care j 
they themftives toeing judges^ 

It follows in the next words, *? The origin of 
f^ which folly was, hqwcvcr, t\o more than this. — - 
f* The rich produft of the Plantations foon fup- 
f' plied the Colonifts with all the conveniences of 
?' lif(3. And men are i^o fooner at eaf^, than they 
" are ready ^dcireffed tp pleafure. So that the 
^* fecon^ venture of pur Colonifts was for the lux^ 
*' urie^ of fifiaf l\fe ; Among whicl> the commo-^ 
dity called free-thinking was carefully con- 
ifgr^^d to them, as that which gave ^ rclifh and 
feafoning tq all the reft. — Thus it came to pafs, 
f * tha^ ^he very peoi> le, whofc fathers were driven 
f' for confcieqce-fakg intp the wajte and howling 
*' wildernefs^ is now as ready to i.augh at 
f* THAT BIBLE, the Hioft prccious relift of their 
f ruined fortunes, gs at theii? ruffs and collar-? 
^* bands.*' Surely, his Lordfhip would not have 
faid this, had it not been tpld him by fome, pro-? 
fefling ah acquaintance with the pofterity of thofe, 
who were driven into this wildernefs. But be they 
who they may, ^^ the truth. w^s not in them," — 
They could not more bafely or falfely have fpoken 
evil of them, 

I (hall only add, the reproachful light in which 
|l^e Cplpnics are placed, more efpecially in the two 
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laft Societyrfermons, maypoflibtly tcnc} to move 
the compaflion of ferious good people at hosncj 
knd cislafge the exercire of their pious charity to- 
'^atd us,; but the growth of the Church here, the 
great thing in view, will rather fufFer than gain by 
it. Were thpfe, and a few rtipre fcrmqn^ breathii^ 
the fetne Spirit, to be reprinted and difperfcd a^ 
itabng the Colonifts, it wi^iald, I am perfuade^, diC- 
fcrvc the Church much more, than the^miflion of 
1te tnifty Bifllops, as CQuld;.t)e iviflied,. ;wQuJd fepreit; 
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A SUPPLEMENT 
TO A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 

Containing an Anfwer to the Plea of T. B. 
Chandler, D. D. Redor of St. John's Church, in 
Elizabeth Town, in New Jerfey, and Miflionary 
from the Society for the Propagation of the Gof- 
pel, etc. for American Bifhops: Wherein his 
Reafonings are fliewn to be fallacious, and his 

Claims indefenfible. 

iBY A PRESBYTER IN OLD ENGLAND. 

London, printed mdcclxvui. 



But evil on itfelfjball back recoil^ i. m. 
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A SUPPLEMENT 
to A LETTER to A FRIENI)* 



On a careful perulal of a pamphlet * printed at 
plew-Yprk, written by the Rei^erend Dr. Cb'andlfr'i 
Which opens the propofed plan for fending Bifhopa 
to America, it appears to me t6 contain a variety 
of fallacious realbriings and reports irtdcfdifible; 
I fhall therefore publim my thoughts on that per-t 
formance, without referve, like an Engliflinlan} 
who love$ liberty, his country, the welfare ahcj 
felicity of all his fellow-fubjedts -, and the rather, 
as the epifcbpifing plan is of a very interefting na- 
ture, niay be attended with very bad confequences 
if attempted to be carried into execution, and 
objeftors to it arc invited in the Jppeai^ p. 2, to 
propofe their objedions in fuch a manner, " that 
" they qiay be fairly and candidly debated, before 
•* the tribunal of the public ; and if none (hall 
** be offered, it will be taken for granted that 
*' all parties are agreed/* 

Tht foundation^ upon which the appellant buildi 
his claims, will demand a firft and clofe difculTion^ 
The merits of the appeal depend upon it. 

• " An appeal to the public, in behalf of the church of 
JBngUnd in America : Wherein the original and nature of the 
Epifcopal office are briefly confidered, reafons fbi' fending 
bifhops to America arc afligned, the plan On which it is pro* 
pofed to fend them is ftated> ai>d the objections againfl fendih^ 
jhem are obviated and confuted. With an appendix, wherein 
is given fome account of an anonimous pamphlet. By Thomas 
Bradbury Chandler, D. D,, etc. Wf defir$ afair trial""'*^ 
if wf are guiify, funijh tis; if we are innocent j proteQ m^ 
JUSTIN MARTYR. Ncw-York, printed for James Parker, %X 
iHf Afw printing office in Beaver Street, if^f'-^yxi oftavo. 
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Scft. I. On bis Epifcopal government ]mc divino. 

I am not of opinion, with thofe who think, 
that " Ecclcfiaftical authority may have been ne- 
" ctflary in the infant flare of Society, and, for 
*' the lame rcafon, it may, perhaps, continue to 
'* be in fome degree neceffary as long as Society 
*' is imperfeft -, and therefore may not be entirely 

abolifhed till civil government have arrived ,zx a 

much greater degree of perfeftion." * — Though 
this is advanced by an ingenious writer; yet lb 
far from agreeing wifh him, I deny that eccleftafiical 
authority^ ejcerciied in the church of Chrift, has 
ever had any countenance in the teachings either 
of Chrift or of his apoftles. Nor do I think that 
the religion of Je(us can endure any civil efta- 
bliftiment. The author even feems to agree nearly 
with me, when he fays, *' any other alliance between 
*' church an^ fiate^ (than that of promoting the 
^* common good) is only the alliance of different 
" forts of worldly minded men, for their temporal 
^* eovolument." -f 

However, Dr. Chandler is of opinion, that 
jEpifcopal government is by divine right.. If he 
proves his point, he A^uft make it evident, th^ 
the powers of government for which he pleads, do 
jdcrive, cither frpm- Jefus Chrift, or from ,his 
apollles. .In the church of Chrift, there is" no 
other fource of deji:ivation. What the Dr. has to 
offer on this futjecft fliall be examined, with tHc 
urmoft care and a religious regard to evidence. 
P. 3,4, " ISIone can have any authority in the 
" chriftian . chjjrch, bpt thofe .who derive it ffdm 
^' Chrift, cipher medial ely . ox immediately. Thqic 
** who receive authority immediately from Chrift, 

.*..S£e andJky.on the firll principles pf governmeot^ <&c. 
p. r 1 3. by J.PrieJSHy, h. L. D. F. R. 6. ' 
f ibid. p. lilt 
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" brfot« tteyxan dxpcft fubmifllon to k^ftom 
*♦ othctrs, midl ;be able to prove that they hfeiVe it, 
** for which nothing lefe can fuffice, at this day, 
*♦: -thm the ifjower of working miracks; 5^hofe 
*? :wbo reffieive .it mdtattbf^ muft derive if frdni 
•^ tbofe Kpleii^ns ^hotn .Chrift has authorifed ito 
•V ponvcy it> u^y they mufticceive it by a r^ular 
*f fucceffiQn. For any to fay, that fuch a fuccef- 
** fion cannot be proved, is infufEcient : it is in- 
*^ eumb^nt on Jhe objeftors to prove that the 
•* fucc^JlioiyDy Mfhiqh we hold has been interrupted.- 
•' Proof pfdthis, dthough.zealoufly attempted, has 
*'jncrcr yet been imade v andcowid this poiivtoQce 
^' be made ql^r,- it' would alfo prove farther, that 
" Chrift has n^edted to provide for his church; 
in a cafe ib eficjatial to the very being ofk, not- 
withftanding his having exprefsly promifcd tb 
*' b<^ e ver » Wi tE it* to the end of the worlds — If the 
^V fucceffion be ^»^^ broken, and the power of or- 
** dinauon^^r^ loft, not all the men on earth-^not 
*• ^U the aOgeis in heaven, without an immediate 
^ commiflTipQ from Chrift, can reftore it." 

Jf the reafoniag be good, all profeffing chri- 
ftiiaiis whodifailowof Epifcopal governmenty are, 
At one^ftroke^ feparated from the church of Chrift ; 
j^ce fuch govf rftment is made effential to the very 
ffeieing ef :hi9 chw^h.— r-Whpthcr one half of the 
pBOteftaats who :profcfs the religion of Jefuis, arc 
ilotthySr.Qut ?offifiom the protedion of the one 
i^r49 kc^4.mitt all/thkigs to his church, and de- 
'.nied tbe beoftfit/trf his prefcnce, deferves a fcrious 
vjopnfi^t^^ioa., 

.. : Mcthink^j' jthff ©oftor's idea of an umnterrapt- 
.edi fucc©flH>f^'!ofdE|>ifqopal ©rdinati^ is. very ex- 
travagant. Nor only (o, but the channel of convey- 
ance pf cjMfcppa) powers^r-fopl ^^ corxtawinated. 
^Topifh writjejWj ia:Ai?«l4-ij«e p^jWicSitioos,- boWly 
*: affirm. 
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ijprm, th^t the Clccgy o£the EngliIhGfiufch-irfjiA" 
blilhmcnt " are dmbitio|Lis of deriving their miffiofl ' 
" and ^f^/'w/^^^frolrntheif* roman catholic pfedc-' 
** ^effors ; ano that the labours of Father GoUrayei'' 
*f for that piirpofe, have bctn received with ap-' 
•* plapfe >" nay morcavef, '* that they have bdr-' 
•> rowed from them all their Hierarchy, and iti* 
** emolunifcnfs,. a^ well as its Litufgy< ritual and 
*' ceremony*." , . ^ 

The praiSice of the church of Ertglaild, IH ilof 
re-ordaining the popifti Clergy, who are admitted 
into our church Services,. upon their fccatitation of 
popilh errors^ is in pr'oof of their emphatically ac- 
knowledging the validity of popffti ordiftations i 
efpecially, . whjlft they refufe to admit Of any whcf 
have received prefbytcrianf brdinatiofi, *till fe-oi'- 
dained. 

But in is hiuch as Ve mail difpute thd authoritj^ 
itfelf, and abfoltitely deny any divirte right of 
Epifcopal government ; it will be needfuL 
that we thoroughly examine into the grounds 
on which our DoHor claims fuch an authority lA 
the chriftian church, as^ derived mediately frotti 
Chrift. He affirms, with thfe gtfcate^ft aflurantei 
that Epifcopal government, is equally obHg^ 
tory on chriftians, with the moft exprew inftittt- 
tions of Jelus, p. 7, " The government of thfe 
" church, is as much a pofitive inftitution as the 
" chriftian facraments; and the laws relating to it, 
*• bind us fo ftrongly."«-»-Wc {hould therefore 
diligently inquire, who they are that arc thus 
privileged, and honoured with fuch inveftiture? 
The DoiJor tells us^ p. 5, " that they who hav6 
«* this power conveyed to them by apoftles^-^thcft 

^ Confideratioiis on the penat laws againft Rbmin Catli6^ 
lies, p. 63^ 64^ 6^1 publiflMi I^QudoDj 17644 
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*' their fucccfTors were an order diftinft from, aftd 
*' fuperior to, thofe who are now called Prejbyteri^ 
—and that^ none who were not of this higheft 
order, had tlje powers of ordination and go- 
" vernment, committed to them." Moreover^ 
p. 14, " that the powers infeparable, from 
** the epiicopal office will be found to be goyern?* 

" MENT, ORDINATION^^ and CONFIRMATION.*'— 

Thus roundly does he affirm, that there certainly 
is an original divine inftitution, upon which he 
builds thefe epifcopal claims of governing power. 
But where is it, that we may find this original 
divine fource of epifcopal government ? Is the dif- 
CQvery to be made from the New-Teftament re-, 
cord of the teachings of Jefus ? — by no means, for 
notwithftanding all he has faid, with fo much con-* 
fidence, we fhall prefently catch him pretty art- 
fully dropping the pretenfion. P. 45, " as Chrift 
is the great founder of the church, fo he is the 
only fountain of ecclefiaflical power. What- 
ever general laws he was pleafed to injoyn, muft 
be of indifpenfible obligation to all his follow- 
ers. Indeed, with regard to the government of 
*' th« church, his Jaws are exprelTed in fuch gene- 
ral terms^ that we mufl necefTarily have a re- 
courfe to thofe, whom he immediately intrufted 
" with the government of his church, for a more 
" particular explanation of them." — Here he 
owns, that Cbrijl is the only fountain of ecclefiajtical 
. power J and yet fays, he has exprejfed himfelf in fuch 
general terms^ that we muft neceffarily have recourfe to 
^ others for a more f articular explanation of his laws. 
\ ttow do^s it then appear, that the only Lord and 
Lawgiver in the chriftian church, has appointed other 
Lords and Lawgivers in it ? We will examine the^a- 
cred record itfclf. Now St. Matthew tells us^-his dif- 
ciples went to know of him, who is the great eft in the 
Kingdom ?He fets a little child before them, or in the 
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6f tHcrn, and fays, except ye convert ^ and become as li't-^ 
tie children^ ye (hall -Hot enter into the kingdom of hea- 

J^M, Matt, xviii. 1, 2.-^ When the m<:)ther oiF 

'Zeiedee^s children Volicits for her two Sons, that 
they might be advanded above theit brethren, arid 
ftiare with him in his government, one. to (it dfc 
Tiis right hand, the other on his left hand. — ^What 
Tort of countenance does he give the petition ?— • 
Matt. XX. 20 to 2 S. Te know that the princes of ibe 
Getitttes exercife dijminion over tbem^ and they that €ti^ 
'gteat.^ ^•exercife authority upon them '9 but it sHAlt 
KOT BE 'so AMONG Vou : for whofoever will be greats 
afAon^ycu, let him be your minijler, and whoever wfll 
'he idhief among you^ let him be your fervant. Can *a 
prohibition niore ejtprcfsly condemn an hierarchy 
HI thethurch of 'Chrift .^ it is not conceivable hoisp 
IJalfigilage could be mote plainly forbidding, to the 
icheme of Epifcopal-orovernment. And the more 
emphatically to cenlure and condemn any thing 
like a relVmblance, in his church, of the Jewim 
Hierarchy ; wherein there was an adminiftratidn of 
prieftiy governing power, he fays, — Matt, xxiii. 
Z.x,o \l. Be ye not called Rabbi, for one is your 
MASTER, even Chrijly and all ye are brethren. 
:,^nd cali no man your father upon earth : For one 
' is yct^ FATHER who is in heaven — Nay, at the 
very time when he commilTions his Apoftles, with. 
, full powers to exercife the office of the Apoftolate,^ 
there is not the leaft hint of his communicating to 
' them any governing powers iA his church ; but the 
very reverfe: For he fays, M^itt. xxviii. 19^ 20. 
■ All power is given to me in heaven and earth : Go^ 
; di/ciple all nations^ baptijng them — teaching them t^ 
cbjerve all things, whatfoever i have commanded 
^ou. N. B. He does not authorize them to deli- 
' Ver any injunftions or commands of their own, or 
to demand the leaft iubjedion and obedience to 
jiheir authority. He could not do it. For he ncvcp 



. had himfelf taught in his own name. Neither could 

. iie promife vo be with them to the end of^the age or 
world, upon any fuch conditiop as that, of theirexer* 
fcifing a governing power in a Kingdom or Church, 
wherein all his fubjefts are moft religiouQybound to 
difowh the authority of any Lord or Mafter, but his 
bnly, io vi\xom all power is given both in heaven and 
"earth. Here the Dollor may correft his wild ima- 
gination, that if the uninterrupted Succeflion could 
be fet afide, // would alfo prove farther^ that Chrift 
has negieSied to provide for his church, — notwithftand- 
ing he hath exprejly promised to he with it to the end 
tf the w(frld. 

There is not the leaft danger of fuch a confeq ucncc 
taking place \ becaufe he moft certainly does and 
will proted and countenance, all chriftians, who 
confcientioufly form themfelves upon his own teach- 
ings. — He will be with all who dare not own any 
iother authority in his churchy than what im- 
mediately derives from thofe moft exprefs teach^ 
Ings. None have a greater claim to his promife 
than they who call no man, mafier^ but Jefus ; rior 
bwn any father in his church, but God only. 
In a more fober hour, the t)o£lor furely would not 
be fo very uncharitable as to deny the prefenc^ 

. of Jofus to chriftians, only bccaufe they have 
pcither Biftiops nor Archbiftiops among them. 
It would difcovcr a very unchriftian Spirit, Ihould 
he fticw any inclination to cut off all anti-epifcopa- 

. lians from the prefence of Jefus^ merely becaufe oi 
a confcientious compliance with his own exprefs 
prohibition.-— I will anfwer for the Prejbyterians^ 
they do not envy him the benefit of his Govern- 
ing Lords; ^From what has been fhewn to 

be the fenfe of the New Teftament writings, upon 
the fubjeft of church authority, it Ihould be aij 
undoubted truth, that^ 

• ^<? c/^/wj ofEpifiopal government can hehadfromChrtJi. 

T> I Ay, 
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Ay, but fays our DoSior^ " the praftice of the 
primitive church was a faithful comment on the 
" laws of Chrift, and his Apoftles, relating to the 
" Government of the Church — the works of the 
apoftolic fathers are ftill extant — the writings ftill 
remaining ofthey^f(7»J and /i&/VJ century." p. 8, 9. 
And fo fays a brother Apologift of his — " Scrip- 
•' ture alone is not a competent rule of faith — but 
*' as it has been interpreted by Apoftles, their im- 
** mediate Succeffors, and the primitive fathers 

of the church." *- N. B. Defenders of diocc- 

fan Epifcopacy always refer us to Church-tra- 
dition.T— We prefume to fay,' that Apoftles them- 
felves were not interpreters of the Scriptures, or 
of the Sacred canon; but were the amanuenfes 
of the Spirit of God: Not one doftrine n6r 
one fmgle precept was ever left to their in- 
terpretation ; as St. Paul affurcs us, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 
6» — Much lefs, are we to borrow the fenfe of the 
Sacred canon, from their immediate Succeflion, or 
from the writings of the primitive or apoftolical 

fathers of the fecond or third Centuries. ^Dr. 

Whitby's StriSlurae Patrum^ is fufficient, of itfelf, 
to convince any reafonable mind of this.— The 
Scripture alone muft be a competent rule of faith j 
cife chriftians are without any fuch rule. We will 
therefore turn our eyes again to the New Tefta- 
ment, in order to know, whether Apoftles themfelves 
did ever exercife any Governing power in the 
chriftian church ? 

Government ever implies, fubordinancy and fub- 
jeftion^ If therefore Apoftles were Governors in the 
church, their governing powers muft either have 
operated among themfelves ; or upon the people, 
to whom they gave law Ipy their own authority, 
i. e. in virtue of their offite, by having dominion 

♦ Jh Apokgyfor tbf Catholics of Great Britain and Ireland. 
p. 40, 4K 

over 
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over the faith of Men. That they had neither pre- 
eminence nor inferiority among themfelves, is evi- 
dent, from St. PauPs telUng the Galatians, that he 
acknowledged no . fupcriority in St. Pefer-, " but 
** had withftood him to the face, becaufe he was 
*^ to be blamed. Nor did he give place to any 
*' by fubjcftion; no, not for an hour.**— The 
Corinthians he affures of the very fame thing, when 
he fays, I fuppofe^ I am not behind the very chief eft 
Apoftles^ i. e. fuch who were the moft remarkable 
for the fupernatural gifts. At the fame time, he de-. 
dares, I am nothing, q. d. independent on my Lord 
and Maftcr, / am nothing. — So ,the blefled Jefus 
had affirmed, that of himfelf he could do nothing.-^ 
There was therefore neither fuperiority, nor fub- 
ordinacy among the Apoftlcs *. 
. Did Apoftles exercife any governing power over 
the people ? We are afTured, they did not j for this 
would have contradided the very end of the divine 
teftimony given to Apoftles ; which was, that their 
faiths whom they converted, fhould not ftand in the 
wifdom of men^ but in the power of God. i Cor. 
i^. 4, 5. which led St. Paul alfo to acknowledge,—^ 
JVe are not fufficient of our f elves ^ to think any thing as 
of ourfelves ; but ourfufficiency is of God. 2 ep. iii. 5. 
He had, before this, difclaimed any fort of dominion 
over the faith of chriftians. ch. i. 24. q. d. though 
we. have the Apoftolic rod, and can miraculoufly 
punifh the . grofsly offending chriftian profeOion, 
and fo, openly vindicate the Inftitution-, yet, we 
have no Governing-power that can be exercifcd 

by us over minds. Apoftles knew, they coul4 

not deliver any thing to the people of their own 
authority, that fhould be obligatory upon them. 
For which reafon, St. Paul fays, we preach not our 

* See tbct pa/Tage? before dted &oin St« Ms^uhew's gofpe}; 
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felves^ hut Chrift Jefus the lord, and our f elves yau\;, 
fer^ants for Jefus fake^ 2 Cor. iv. 5. They had no 
authority to draw up creeds, articles of faith, or 
rules of difcipline^ that 0iou]d ackpowledge their 
Ugiflative Of governing powfr ^n the.chvjrcJ^ cf 
Ged. 

In one word,— there Is not any truth more ma-r 
rtifeft, than that the body of Chrift ^ i. e. his churchy 
confifts of many members, which has hut one 
head. There is nothing of fuperiority in the body 
nor any dependancQ. The hand cannot iay to tt\Q 
foot, I have no need of thee, ^nd all the members 
of the body depend wholly and equally on their 
head for direcflion, proteftion, and government ; 
and not one upon another* And fmce none but 
(Ehrift himfclf is the faead of the body, it is impoA 
fible he fhould have given a power of government^ 
to any members of this his body. — Therefore if 
Bijhops are members of the body of Chrifl:, they 
Cannot have any governing powers ; iot the reafoa 
of their being members.— ^And moreover, becaufe. 
there is but one Lord, as there is but one body, 
the church of Chrift can bear no refcmblance of 
any political body, nor of any devifed hienarchy,! 
that ever had a civil eftablifhment. Eph. iv. 4, 5,' 
6\ No one rnember of Chrift's body, has either 
i^ore intereft in the head than another member 
has; neither is it lefs needy of guidance and di- 
re<5lion from him, than another member; nor is it 
kfs capable of receiving the benefit of fuch gui- 
dance and government: and confequeatly, no 
member can be inverted with governing powers 
in the church, or body of Chrift. 

The true ftating of the cafe, is manifeftly this,— - 
Apoftles were qualified, by an immediate inipira^ 
tion, to deliver the will of God to mankind, juft as 
Chrift Jefus had commanded they fliould ; they 
^Ifo were able to communicate the divine plan 'of 

Gofpel 
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<jOilpcI-teachings, with the miracle working power 
XQ Apoftolical men, or Evangefifts ; ftich' i^ tV-*^ 
mqtby and; 9f//«i, who were ' fhewn, by them, hoW ' 
they might >u3ge of the proper qualifications' fot 
public teachers, in the churches: But when the' 
Apoftles ajad Eyangdifts had once ftniflied the Writ- - 
jten-canon, which lyas drawn up for the r«& of» 
icliriftians in all after-ages, the fcveral diftinA 
churches thereby became capable of forming a 
j^idgment ibr themfelves, and of ordaining perfofti 
moft proper to lead their devotions. \ : ■ > 

' Here an pbjeftion arifc$ tp Diocefan-EpiSfcof 
pacy, which claims the fole power of ordination 5 
and that is^ fuch Bi(hoj)s pretend to confer^ oa 

thofe they prdain, priests-ordeus. Within 

the compafs of my ability for examining New-TeP 
tamcnt-writings, I have*^ mycr yet feen the leait 
mention made of fuch' a diftinfit order, as that? 
of Priefts, in the church of Ghrift. Neith^* 
is the idea of a priefthood:liiited ta the nature 
of the chrifttan Inftitutio^ ; fbi' chriftian minifters 
have neither facrifijes npr oblations .topffer for the 
people; they have no altar, on which to flay the 
-viftim, or oyer which to ware the offering: Ser- 
vices effential to a prieftbood. The mediator and 
Savioyr is indeed , called,- the chriftian's high' 
prieft r \mt then he needs no other prieft, bccaufe 
%ei is able to favjs to the uttermoji all that come to^ Go4 
Jy him.r^Thc New Teftament never fpeaks of 
any other priefliiood, but of that which is appli- 
cable tp every true chriftian.-^-^hcnce St. Peter dc-^ 
nominates the whole body of chriftiaijs, an holy an^ 
foyal priefthood. i Pet. ii. 5, ^. 

The very order of priefts is judaical, or pagan. 
What then ? If antiquity and even univerfality could 
be pleaded, the order has no foundation in the 
New Teflament.-— We own, very readily, that ari 

^gumeoc from revelation^ is not at all li^ly to lay 
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hold upon a writer, who can affirm,—" that thp. 
** pradlice of the primitive church was a faithful 
*♦ comment on the laws of Chrift, , and his Apot 
", tics, relating to the government of the church ;" 
and who can, with fo much confidence, reft his 
claim upon the works of Appftolical fathers, an4 
the writings of the fecond and third centuries.'-^ 
He has paid very little regard to the writings of 
Apoftles, and would have us pay as little, who 
can make fuch an affirmation *, ror we are aflurec^ 
from Apoftles themfclves, that even in their day, 
the myjiery of iniquity did already work. 2 THefT. ii. 
7. And the fpirit did fpcak exprefsly, that in 
the latter times*, fome Ihould depart from' the 
JEaith. I Tim. iv. i. 2 ep. iii. 1. And in St. PauVs 
Epiftle to the Galatians, he is warning the chrif- 
tians againft the Judaizing Teachers, who wanted 
to rob them of their chriftian liberty. St. Peter 
cautions againft men, who, whilft they promifed 
them liberty— were themfelves enflaved to world- 
linefs — See 2 ep. ii. 1 8-^-end. And St. John fays, 
** Little children it is the lafi time ; and as ye have 
^^ heard that antichriji fiall come^ even now are 
there many antichrijis j whereby we know it is the. 
laji time, i ep. ii. 1 8. And we are to add, the 
cprpplaining mefTages delivered to the feven Afia- 
tic churches, in the Apocalypfe. 
. Are not thefe authentic teftimonies abundantly 
fufficient to prove, that our Miffionary is over- 
confident when he affirms, " that the pradice of 
the primitive church was a faithful comment of 
the laws of Chrift, and his Apoftles, relating to 
the government of the church." No fort of de- 
pendence can be had upon that, or upon the works 
of the apoftolical fathers, or upon the writings of 
tht fecond znd third centuries, in any thing incorppa- 

* N. B In I John ii; 18. the age of Apoftles ir called, ://&# 
loft time* 
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tlblc with the written canon. Nor have we any com^ 
petent rule of faith and worlhip, but the New-^ 
Teftament writings onjy, 

Upon the whole merits of the inquiry, what 
could have been more fanciful and grpundlefs^ 
than either thofe governing epifcopal powers, or 
than the uninterrupted fucceffion or them, faid to 
be infeparable from the Epifcopal office j whether 
they be for ordin(itiqn^ or confirmation ? 

If r am not extremely miftaken, the laft new 
facrament, viz. that of confirmatiany has as little 
fopport in the New-Tcftament writings, as either 
government, or ordinktion. Far though we arci 
referred to' the New-Teftament writings in procrf" 
of its being of divine original, yet the two testis 
produced, by the appellant, have only to do with 
the miraculous giits. Ads viii. 14, 15, 169 
and Adts xix.— But afliu-cdly. not any autho- 
rity can be derived thence, favourable to Epif- 
copal confirmations in after-ages of the church, 
tor, in faft, Bifhops have never had any fuperna- 
tural powers ; they could neither convey fuch gifts, 
nor communicate any new mental ability, by vir- 
tue of laying on of their hands. There is not a finglc 
inftance can be produced of fuch manual efficacy. 
Neyerthelefs, our Dr. would have us imagine, 
that Bifhops have fome peculiar virtue goes out 
from them; for fpeaking of this new facrament^ 
Confirinationj p. 23, 24. he fays, — Without the 
" gracious affiftanccs of the Holy Spirit, it is as 
" certain now as ever it was;, that no man is able to 
withfland temptations, and to fulfil the condi- 
tions of the Gofpel covenant. Thofe upon 
whom the Apoftles laid hands, are faid to have 
received the Holy Ghoft : but, I truft, there 
is nothing ib extraordinary in this, but that 
*' chriftians in all ages, who have a proper difpo- 
" " " fition. 
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" fition, and make ufc of the ftandinff means 
" appointed in the chorch, 'may hope to obtaiii 

^« even this unfpeakaMe benefit. It is fufflcieat; 

^\ for chriftiaos a»t this cjay, that, without tb^fe 
** miraculous endowments, after the forgjventfs 
^* of fins, t|;iey a^rc ftreogthned with thp' Holy 
f^ Ghoft the Comforter. ^^ — This is a very prefymp*. 
j:uo.us account of epifcopat conBrm^tion -, and can 
meet with credit only among thofe, who chufe 
to put tKemfelves under an affefted prieftly 
power, excrcifcd over the underftandings of men* 
Our miffmary fays, *' I truft, there is nothing 
** fo extijaordinary in ttiis, but that chriftiansf 
^* m all ages, who have a proper difpofition, 
^ and make ufe of the ftanding. means appointed 
** in the chwch, may hope to obtaiti even this 
i*' unfpeakabk gift*^ Wh^t unfpea,kable gift ?— ^ 
Why, the Holy G^bft, as men received it at the 
hands of Apoftles ! iJtraiige 9s this is, w6 plainly 
4ifcern it to be his meaning ; for his words lie in 
f his order, — " X^ofe upon whom the Apoftles laicj 
f* hands, are (aid to have received the Holy 
f * Ghafi : but, I truft j there is nothing fo extra- 
*^ ordinaty in this, but that Chriftians in all ages, 
** who J\avc a proper difpofition-rmay hope tq 
** obtain even this unfpeakai^e gift.**— 

The Society for propagating the GofpeU coul4 
never have found oyt a rpaji in all the world, whofe 
TRUST or confidence would have been . more 
marvellous ! His faith muft be ecjual, in it^ 
wildnefs, to that of the moft noted Enthufiafts, 
O ReSor of St. John*s ! thou mayeft challenge 
Rome-papai to produce any one champion, on the 
fide of Epifcopal power, whofe faith fhall ftretch 
beyond thine. — But, the better to reconcile the lefs 
credulous to an admiflion of luch hope — our DoSIor 
has been pleafcd to add—" It is fufficient fijj: 

' ^ Chriftians 
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J* Ghriftians at this day, that^ without thefe mi-' 
^^ raculous endowoients, after th& forgivenefs cf 
^' Jins^ they are ftrehgthned with the Holy Ghofl^ 
f' the Comforter.*'-^Here, we are to underftand*. 
that th$ forghemfs of fins ^ is a matter which muflt 
be taken for granted, as being within the BifltK>p*« 
power,* whenever and whoever he confirms.-*-An4 
could we allow h?m the ability, we might admit' 
the Cionfequential benefit. And yet, where fhall 
we find greater tinners than fom^ conflrmii^g K- " 
fliops themfelves have been 3 Have we not far 
more reafqn than the Jews of old had to put rii6' 
following queftions. Why dots this tnan thus /peak 
hlaff^emies ? Who cm forgive fins hut God onfy?--^ 
No anfwer could ever have been mad^ to thefe 
queftions, but by hini who could fey to the para- 
lytic, jirifej take uf thy coifchj and go int^ thfn& 
houfe.-^W hercver the power of God inftatitly re* 
moves maladies, there is a virtual forgivenefi. 
But for uninfpired men authoritatively to pretend 
an ability of forgiving fins, who ha^ve no fuch pre- . 
fence of God with them, is not furely at all dcfen- 
iible. There is no remiflioli pf fins, under the 
(^ofpel, but where there is true repentance ; cveq 
though an apoftte ihoqld make the declaration. 
And the famf words', repentance and remiffion offinSy^ 
when pronouiiced by a Bifliop, have no more effi- 
(:acy than if pronounced by any good man. Neither 
are ihe prayers of a Bift^op more efficacious than 
the prayers of a layqian. The hand of a mitred 
Brieft is not a whit more capable of conveying any 
ij>iritual benefit, than the band of a mechanic. 

If 1 underftand the New Teftament teachings^ 
there is no fuch facrament inftituted, in the churcti 
ofChrift, as that of EpifcopaUconfirmation -^ and if 
I have any juft idea of the reafon, nature, and truth 
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cf things, there could not be any fuch divine infti- 
tution in that church. On the contrary,— in my 
humble opinion, confirmation, as it is called, by 
the hands of a Bifhop, has a much more natural 
tendency to render the hum^n mind vain, con- 
ceited, and prefumptuous ; than to enable it to 
withfbnd temptation, and fulBl the conditions of 
the Gofpel-covenant. A Bifliop, indeed, we arc 
told, had the modefty to (ay, " The holy rite of 
*^ confirmation is a divine ordinance, and it pro- 
duces divine effects, and is miniftred by divine 
pcrfons, i. ^. by thofe whom God has fanftified 
and feparated to this miniftration,** p. 24, note, 
-I— Should it not rather have been faid, fanAified 
and feparated by the Conge d'Elire of the King ?•— 
How many poor creatures fall under the delufion 
of having had their fins pardoned, by the Bifhop ? 
when the religion of man has no dependance upon 
what any priefi: can do, either to him or for him \ 
all religion being perfonal. This appears from 
the currency of New Teftament teachings, e. g. 
Would a man knowf his own real charader, as a 
chriftian ? he is not exhorted to go to the Bifhop 
for his examination;, but the rule is, examine your- 
f elves whether ye pe in the fait bj prove your own f elves ^ 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. Wpuld he be qualified for receiving 
the Eucharijl ? Apoftles do not direft to Epifcopal 
confirmation; but to felf-examination, i Con 
yi. 28. Let a man examine Joimfelf \ atidfo let him eat 
cf that breads and drink of that cup. — Has the chri- 
ftian been overtaken in a fault ? In order to recover 
liimfelf, muft he have prieftly abfolution ? by no 
means,— but let every mm prove his own workj and 
then fh all he have rejoicing in himfelf and not in^ an-^ 
other^ Qal. vi. i-^f. Thus . the (eligion of. tb^ 
Chriftian is perfonal. 

Scft. 11. 
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Se&. U. The appeUani^s idea of religion, ejjentiajfy ,.. 

different from churchifm. 
Wc proceed to notice what the DoHor fays of 
religion, and what of the church. 

Thefc are his words, p, 30. *« Religion being a 
*' matter of free choice, for which we are ordina- 
rily accountable only to him, who will hereafter 
judge us for our moral behaviour. — And the 
•' church coniidered with relation to civil power, 
being in the very nature of it a voluntary fociety ; 
it is left to mens confciences, whether they will 
** become menlbers of it or not •, but after they 
^* are become members, the laws of the church 
are in force againft them, and they are fubjeft, 
in ecclefiaftical matters, to the authority of thofe 
who govern it.'*— Here is an open confeffion, 
that men may he religious^ without becoming members 
of the church. — ^We applaud this acknowledgment. 
—Indeed it muft be fo, inafmuch as religion is a 
matter of free choice, the truly religious man is 
only accountable to him, who will be his final 
judge. — Our t)r. fays, ordinarily it is fo. I affirm, 
it univerfally is fo 5 and can be no otherwife, fo far 
as a man is religious. However, I am very ready 
to own, with this appellant, that as to a civil 
church eftabliftiment, which is what he means by 
the church confidered with relation to civil power, 
being, in the very nature of it a voluntary fociety, 
of which men may become members or not, if 
men do once become members of this church, 
they are no longer in pofleflion of that freedom 
which conftitutes religion -, they are no longer ac- 
countable only to the final judge ; but they become 
vaffals of church-governors. — 

In order to reconcile men to this ecclefiaf- 
tical authority, he fays, p. c^<)^ " Now as the 
** honor of God is mod direftly promoted 
^ by public worfhip—as that worlhip muft be 

" moft 



^^ moft 'acceptable to him, wherein the praifcS 

'^ V . and adorations of his creatures are regularly 

^^ offered him. In the iblemn offices of the pur^jp 

y afid beft religion — and as the national religion 

** muft be fuppofed beft to anfwer thefe chara<J^terfi,^ 

, *^ in the national opinion; it neceflarily follows^ 

. *'. that the (late of the national religion here has a 

*' right, on this occafion, to the peculiar attentioii 

** and qonfidcration of thofe who are intrufted 

** with the dire(5tion of our public affairs." 

liere, the fophi/m is glaring! — The praifes ana 
adorations of God's creatures regularly offered himi 
in the folemn offices of the pureji and hji religion^ 
are fuppofed beft to anfwer thefe pharaders in the 
national religion.^-Pray, in whofe judgment ? — • 
in that of the reafon, nature, and truth of things ? 
The Dr. does not fay this ? — in that 6{ the teach- 
ings of the New-Teftament ? Thar is not our apT- 
pellant's declaration. — What then ? Why, a na- 
tional religion is the beft in the national opinion. 
Very wonderful, truly, is this reprefentation rtiade 
of the folemn offices of the pureft and beft religioft; 
—Which reafoning will be every whit as cleat and 
conclufive too, either at Conjiantinople^ at Peking 
jfapan^ or at Rome. 

In what light did all the national religions ap- 
pear when chriftianity was at firft profeffed in the 
World ? and where is it that a national qftablifti- 
ment of chriftianity has rendered the worfhip more 
acceptable to God ? or }ias fhewn the praifes and 
adorations offered him, to be in the folemn office^ 
of the pureft and beji religion ^ 

Before the reformation had obtained an eftablilh- 

inent in England, I afk, whether the folemn pifices 

of the high mafs, the then national religion, were 

^ more pure and mOr^ acceptable than the praifes 

and adorations of the Lollards and IVicliffiteSi 

' >vho made the New Teftament the rule of their 

homage^ 
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vi^Git*, ahd th^ medefy 6f church fam«?— 

Our Dr. yfe^ily, ^ould have us kttbw^ he keeps 
tt quick eye upoh the cpntcmner s of church-autho- 
Hty -, fkftd hi Would gladly blunt the edge of theit 
tfmike tb h« epiTcopifing-fcheme •, and therefore it 
is we meet with the following addreft, — p. 31, 
In this age, a man would be generally efteemcd 
wrong-liea^ed, or mean-fpirited, or both, 'who 
ftiould profefe much reverence for ecclefiaftical 
*•' authoMty.— ^Ift this ftate of things, the reft^ra- 
^* tk)n of the primitive difciplirte feems' to be a 
^ nftattirf i^^her to be wiftied for and defired, than 
*•* to be rationally atterhpted by thbfe in authority. 
•* Accordingly no attempts of this nature will be 
^* made under an Ameriean Epifcopate : the dif- 
** ciplifte of the church, fo far as it relates to the 
•' pfivate members, will be left as it is, and ti6- 
•' thing farther will be done than refufing tlie 
** communion to dilbrderly and fcandalous perfons^ 
** which every Clergyman may now refufe, and 



« 



tc 



•' ought to refufe, agreeaWy to the Rubric s.^^-^lSe 
adds, " But with regard to the Clergyj it is pro- 
*' pofcd that a fVrift difcipline be eftabliflied, and 
" that the Bilhop's power over them Ihall be as 
** full and complete, as the laws and canons of the 
^ ch\vch direft." 

The Dr. is put to much pain about curtaiKrig 

cpifcopal power, in matters of difcipline. His^ 

Argument for the neceffity of American Bifhops 

4s greatly weakened, when none but the clergy can 

come under their rod of epifcopal correftion. And 

it is ftill leflfened, when he affirms, " that nothing 

" farther will be done than refufing the communion 

*' to diforderly and fcandalous perfons, which every 

•* clergyman may now refufe, and ought to refufe.'* 

Vciry ftrange and incredible it is, that in Old 

'* 9 England 
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j^bgiand the conforming clergy are all oblige<l to ^ 
give the qualifying facramental teft to the moft . 
immoral vicious man, who obtains an oiEce under 
the government ; and yet that the epifcopal efta^ . 
blifbmem, propoled in America, (hould have its 
clergy excufed under a general taxation of thofe 
Colonies ! 

Scft. III. Other Arguments for the Epifcopi/ingi' • ' 

Scheme^ confidered^ 
One gracious conceffion made by the Dr. wc 
have p. 47, " Some of the colonies were generally 
fettled by thofe.who had an;averfion to epifco- 
pal government. The propriety 6f not fending • 
a Bilhop to fuch colonies will be difputed by * 
*' none/' And as a mark of moft uncommon ten- 
dernefs, p. 48, V A fear of infringing the religious 
** rights of Proteftant'dtjfenters in this country, for 
** which both our civil and ecclefiaftical rulers 
" have fo tendek a regard, muft have created 
•* an almoft infuperabje difficulty in carrying into 
*** execution a work of this nature." * It is afto- 
nifliing, that when, the number of Epifcopaliaqs 
in North-America is iofmall^ a clergyman (hould 
have the confidence to fpcak ot the general 
body of thofe colonifts, under the denomination 
of protejlant'dijjenters ! Would fuch language 
be relifhed, if the epifcopaliaos and feceders 
in the northern part of Britain, (hould call the 
KIRK of Scotland, by the name of protcftant-dif- 
fcntcrs ? and yet, I am perfuaded, that in our 
American Colonies the Epifcopalians do not hold 
a greater proportion to. the Prefbytcrians and Inde- 



• Compare with this what is fotind to be the Dr.'s tender 
regard to protcilant-diflcntcrs, p. 109. of which more hefe- 
afcer. 

7 • pendents. 
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jD^ndents, &c, than they in North Britain do to thd 
Kirk. 

He goes on, p. 54, and would have it thought, 
to be at prefent a moft favourable feafbn, for put- 
ting the epifcopifing fcheme in execution. " The 
*' favourable opportunity which has fo long been 
*' waiting for, in the opinion of many wile and 
*' judicious perfdns in America now prefents itfelf 
*' — and fuch, in feveral refpefts, as the circum- 
^' ftances of the nation have never, until now, 
'' offered." Among other things he fays, *' the 
greateft harmony fubfifts between our mother- 
country and moft of the Colonies, the late dif- 
putes having been brought, by the wifdom and 
good temper of the former, to a happy termi- 
" nation." 

It is not uncommon for men, fond of a fcheme, 
to fancy a great many things that may be favour- 
able to it ; but ic is furprifing, that a Doctor in 
Divinity, a Miffionary too, ftiould, in fo many words, 
fay, that the very reverfe of what things manifejlfy 
afe^ iSy the truth of them, — The stamp- act had 
ruffled the minds of the Americans — The repeal 
of that act, appeafed them — But has not the far- 
ther aft of taxing a people, who think, " that no 
" TAXATION fhould be impofed in a free government^ 
*' without REPRESENTATION," again difgufted 
them ? — I am humbly of opinion, that the pre- 
fent juncture is by no m.eans favourable, and 
do moft humbly fuggeft, that if a meafure of 
this nature ftiould be taken, not any thing could 
more gratify the real enemies of the prefetit chofen 
illuftrious royal family now on the throne ; nor more 
favour the lurking fubverfive fcheme of jacobites 
and Papifts ; nor give them a fairer opportunity of 
bringing in their pretended stuart family. — A 
BiftiOp or Biftiops lent to North-America, might 
put fire to tile train, fpring the mine, and throw the 
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colonies into tKc nt moft confufiort. This, verily, 
is the apprehenfive idea in my breaft; and I own^ 
I fhouki greatly dread the experiment ! 

The Dr. tells us, " That the church of Eng- 
land, (/. e. the epifcopalians in America,) contains 
now a million of members'; at p. 77, he fays, 
^^ near a million." — And, that " from general cal- 
culations, it has been frequently faid of late years,, 
the proper fubjefts of the Britlfh crown in 
America amount to tkree millions^^^ p. 55, — It 
is, to me, incredible, that near one third of the 
American fubje6ks of the Britifti crown (hould be 
Epifcopalians, when I confider, what numbers of 
Prcfbyterians, Independents, Baptifts, Quakers, — 
alfo Papifts, are known to be among them ; befide^^ 
the very large numbers of foreign Proteftants, wha 
are not Epifcopalians, but have, in a long fuc- 
ceflion of emigrations, been flying from the in- 
tqllerant hand of church-power, in Germany^ Hun'* 
gary^ France^ and other countries. — In a note ta 
Dr. Ckciuucy*^ very fenfible Letter, he writes. 
Within the limits of New-England, there are 
now at the loweft computation not lefs th^n five 
hundred and fifty minifters, fome Prefbyterian, 
moftly Congregational, who have been regularly 
icparated to the paftoral charge of as many 
iChriftian focicties •, having been firft educated, 
and graduated, at one or other of our Colleges." 
— To thefe 550 churches in New-England, where- 
in the praifes and adorations of God's creatures,, 
may realbnably be fuppofed as regular and as ac- 
ceptable as thofe more abundantly furnilhed with 
formality and ceremony, very great numbers mull 
be a(1ded from other parts of the American colonies^ 
And from tiie accounts which are publifhed by the 
Epifcopal Society for propagating the Gofpel in foreign 
parts^ itfelf, one cannot but conclude, the num- 
bers and fize of cpifcopalian churches to be. of 
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very fmall account, when coitipared witk the 
churches or congreg^rtions of other prptcftants* 
So that, a very inferior number to a million doth 
feem to be the portion of epifcopalians in America j 
and confequently the argument for Bifliops there^ 
becomes thereby confiderably weakened. 

Here, I may aptly aflign a reafon, why the ac- 
count of a Miffion-'.ry in the fervice of the Society^ 
fhould not always be relied upon, till , fully exa- 
mined i no more than the accounts publifhed by 
the Society itfelf : Since it appears, from a contro- 
verfy carried on in the Boftm Gazette^ between the 
Reverend Mx. Win/low^ minifter of Braintree and 
Stoughton, and Mr. Dunbar of Stoughton, that 
the faid IVinJlow reported to the Society aforefaid, 
a far greater number of families belonging to the 
church of England in the town of Stoughton, 
than there were, calling thern twenty ; when Mr. 
Dunbar has fhewn, that a young boy and girl were 
brought into the account, as heads of families 5 
. and three vagrant Iriihmen ; and that three of the 
heads in the number, live out of the bounds of 
that town. Nay, that Father Rufoe and Daniel 
Waters^ were put into the lift, though both of 
them were dead long before Mr. Winjlow gave the 
Society the account referred to. Mr. Dunbar^ * 
who lives in Stoughton, tells us elfewhere in that 
controverfy, that he knew but of four families of 
that epifcopal church, properly fo called. — He very 
juftly adds, " What pity is it, that the Honour- 
*' able Society fhould be fo impofed on by thei^: 
*' pious Miflionaries !" 



• See the Eofton Gazette, printed for Edes and Gill, dated 
une 22, 17^7, for Mr. Samuel l-unbar's Letter, dated 
une fj;, 1767; Aug. 3, 1767, for another Letter of his, 
dated July 21, 1767 ; and Aug. 17, 1767, for a third Letter 
"of Mr. Dunbar's, dated Aug. 12, 1767, containing farther 
mifreprefentations chargeable on the faid Mr. Win flow. 

• • ^ E 2 Another 
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Another argrument made ufe' of to recommcn<l 
the Epifcopifing American fcheme, is in p. 64, 
** The influence of Jefuits and French Mijftonaries 
** ceafes to operate in thofe regions, where for- 
" merly every attempt made by a proteftant nation 
*^ to propagate the Gofpel, was fure to be coun- 
'' teradled as effeftually as pofTible." It will re- 
quire a very ftrange faith, to give our appellant 
the leafl credit in this matter. For, we have been 
affured in print, by a Proteftant Prelate, that " the 
Romifli fuperftition within a province lately added: 
to the Britilh dominions, is compleatly allowed 
IN ALL POINTS \ it hath Bifliops and Seminaries/* 
And there is great reafon to believe, that whole 
(hip-loads of Popifti Priefts and Jefuits have gone 
to Canada accordingly j from whence they will be 
able moft commodioufly to fcatter and promote 
their bafe fubverfive principles throughout all 
North- America. I pray God the event of that 
allowance may not prove deeply tragical! 

Seft. IV. The Extent ofEpifcopal Powers in America j 
afcertained what they jhall be. 
We are affured by the Dr. p. 79, " That the 
*V Epifcopifing plan has been long fettled by our 
" friends and fuperiors at home, and the Clergy 
*' of this country have often fignified their en- 
** tire approbation and acquiefcence therein 
•* that the Bijhops to be fent to America^ Jhall have 
no authority^ but purely of a fpiritual and ecclejiafii^ 
cal nature^ fuch as is derived altogether from the 
church and not from the flat e, — T^hat this authority 
fhall operate only upon the Clergy of the Churchy 
•' and not upon the laity nor difj'enters of any denomi- 
nation : — That the Bijhops Jhall not interfere with 
the property or privileges^ whether civil or religious^ 
of church-men or difjenters : — That^ in particular ^ 
they J}iall have no concern with the probate of tVillSy 
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Letters of Guardianjhip and Adminifiration^ or 
Marriage-licences^ nor he judges of any cafes relating 
^' thereto-^But that they fh all only exercife the original 
powers of their office as before ftatedy i. e. ordain 
and govern the Clergy^ and adminijier Confirmation > 
to thofe who fh all defire it. 

This, without any refervation or equivoca- 
tion, is the exaft plan of an American Epifco- 
pate which has been fettled at home ; and it is 
the only one, on which Bifhops have been re- 
quefted here, either in our general or mpre 
*' particular addreffes." 

Thus he has laid before us the moft plaufiblc 
plan, that could be devifed for the Epifcopate. 
For we are to obferve, that although the DoSlor had 
been pleafed to tell us, in his advertifement, that 
the talk of drawing up the Appeal was firft impo- 
fed upon him, by the very worthy and reverend 
Dr. Jobnfon of Stratford in Conne5licut \ yet that 
the plan had been long concerted, and is the 
refult of a general confultation. His words 
are thefe, " In a work of this nature, it may be pro- 
" per to make the following declaration to the 
public, that it has been long fettled by our friends 
and fuperiors at home ; and the Clergy of this 
*' country have often fignified their entire appro- 
'* bation and acquiefcence herein." — Then he men- 
tions the plan as above recited, from which, he 
would have us know, his appeal fpeaks the general 
fenfe of his Church, and hence he thinks himfelf 
authorized to fay, " Every oppofition to thefcheme^ 
has in it the nafure oi perfecution.^^ I am very glad 
be dpes pot fay, rebellion. — And even how the 
lefs powerful (hould be able to persecute, may be 
of difficult conception. — ^No matter for that, the 
Do£lor will have it fo — " Every oppofition to f«cl> 
'* a plan has the nature of perfecution, and deferves 
*' the name.— And it is hard to believe that any 
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^* protcftantsr, efpecially that any Englifli Diffcn- 
*' tcrs who have generally, for a Century paft, 
** been warm advocates for religious liberty, and 
•* who are greatly indebted to a toleration them- 
^' fclves, can be fo inconfiftent, as to wifh this 
^* harm to the members of the national churchl 

P' 82, 83. 

This is indeed to reafon like a church-man ; 
but with no fort of evidence : for the DoSfor is not 
able to prove, that the proteftant-diflenters are at 
all indebted to a toleration. Unlefs the bed fub- 
jedls of his Majefty King George III. are favoured, 
by being ftigmatized with that brand of vaflalage, 
in order to CQrre£l in them a miftaken loyalty. But, 
in as much, as a more extenfive ftretch and fuller 
grafp of Epifcopal power, (which is a great 
efficient cayfe of that brand being continued,) 
will be juft matter of their dread and avcrfion \ 
no charge of ingratitude can fix upon them, be- 
caufe of their great diflike to the American Epif- 
copifmg fcheme. 

The fame degrading fpirit, with that of tolera- 
tion, ardently breathes in our American Doftor. 
p. io9> '^ Arguments of this fort) y^jyj /&^, maybe 
*' as fairly and properly alledged againft a religious 

toleration which is now generally efteemed by 

Proteftants, to be a natural right of men, and a 
^' very important one of chriltians — againft ad- 
** mitting thofe who diffent from the national rcli- 
^' gion to any degree of civil or military power, 

^ TOWHICFI, INDEED, THEY HAVE NO NATURAL 

^' RIGHT *."—— There is fomething extremely 

offenfivq 

• If proteAant-diflenters were, as papifts unive^fally are, by 
ffTentiul unchangeable fpirit arid principle, the avowed en- 
pies of religious liberty; and fo effeiftually alienated from the 
interefts of protellantifm, as to hold it meritorious to deftroy, 
or extijTOtc^ what they call, the nprthhru heresy j if they 

did 






offcnfive in this decUraticm. He owns, that a rie- 
Jigious toleration is generally efteemed by prote- 

did moiK)polize tm fevoui* of <jod9 fb as to deny, fiilvation 
fcould Be body bat onlyjn their eoivn church ; they would thpn 
liave no right to toleration.— —But as this unfociable, in- 
tollerant fpirit of popery, is the very /ame in this enlighten- 
ed age, that it ever was ; papifts are not to be tolerated. 

The famenefs of {pirit and principle in Papills is glaring ! 
witnefs the decrees delivered from the Vatican to the Polifh 
Senate, by the Kuncio from his holinefs in 1766-^; and alfo 
in our home publications, made by profefTed popifti writers 
of eminence ; particularl;/ in an apdogy for the Oatholics of 
Great Britain and Ireland^ humbly offered to the confideration <f 
the King's moji excellent Majejly and bath houfes of Parliament ^ 
1768 : And in Mr. Howard's Thought s^ ejfays, and maxim , 
chiefly religious .and foliticaly 1768. 

1 he former fays, ** the catholics have fubftantial reafons fbr 
believing that their church is the only church which has pre- 
ferved the faith delivered by Chrift to his ApoRles — in^ire 
and inviolated. If fo, theirs is the faving faith: And if 
without faith, it is impolTible to pleafe God ; of confe- 
•" quence, thole that are deftitute of faith are not in the way 
** of Salvation." p. 2^, 27. 

The latter, when fpeaking of papifts embracing proteftan- 
tifm, moft invidioufiy calls it, swallowing the scorpion, 
** their internal happinefs is fo much afFedled thereby, their 
** future hopes being deftroyed." — p. 11. 

I have adduced thefeopen recent teftimonies, in proof that 
popery is Hill the fame, notwithftanding v/hat that fertile 
-genius, the Eflayift w^onfrflprinciphs of goveryiment^hzs too un- 
guardedly faid, in defence of tolerating that inimical profef- 
fion. And I will freely own, that if any principles, avowedly 
held by proteftant-difTenters, are equally fubveriive of govern- 
ment, and deftrudlive of religious* liberty, they have then no 

natural right to any degree ofci'vil or military po^wer, 

This note cannot be deemed foreign, or impertinent, when! 
am able to add, that there are numbers of conformifts to the 
.church eftablilhment, both clergy and laymen, who, are fo in- 
fatuated with the glare of hierarchical powers, as openly to 
give popery the preference to a proteftant-diflent ! 

t See original pieces concerning the prcfent fituation.of the 
proteftants and Greeks in Poland, p. 122, 123, 124, 125. 
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ftants, to be a natural right of men, an4 a very 
important one of chriftians; and yet, he has the 
confidence to affirm, that thofe who diflcnt from 
the national religion, indeed^ have no natural right ! 
—Thus he differs from the general fenfe of Pro- 
teftants, and tramples under his anti-proteftant 
feet, -f thofe very people, whom he acknowledges 
may be as good fubjefts as thofe of his own church v 
and whofe chriftianity, it is apprehended, is every 
way better than his own, in as much as they would 
be afliamed to tell the Epifcopalian, that becaufe he 
had an ignorant zeal for an ecclefiaftical hierarchy, 
that therefore he had forfeited his natural right as a 
man, and his important one as a chriftian, to any civil 
or military power. — Yet truly, this Author affirms, 
p. 112. that *' nothing has been afferted in the 
** courfc of this work, but what he believes, upon 
good evidence, to be true; no argument has 
been advanced, but with a full perfuafion of 
its being pertinent and conclufive." Such is his 
flagrant credulity. 

But that American prefbyterians and congrega- 
tionals may have an high opinion of his church,-r- 
the VoSior has quoted, p. 90, 91, the late Rev. Dr, 
George Benson, a very learned diflenter, as not 
fcrupling to make the following declaration, — the 
church of England with its prefent candor^ fpirit of 
toleration and charity^ appears to me the bejl efta- 
blijhment on the face of the earth, — Our Miffionary 
ought to have given the teltimony its full fcope : 
for thefe are the words of Dr. Benfon^ following 
in immediate connexion — to which, I would con- 
form, moft gladly, and with all my foul, provided they 

• 

* The Doflor has warranted this application of the term, 
anfi proiejfant, from his wtry oppofite fpirit, to the general ejii^ 
mutton of protefiants^ 
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would admit me, without requiring any thing, which 
appears to me unreafonable, or unfcripturaL But, as 
long as fuch things are contained in her articles, and 
mixed with every part of the common forms of w^f- 
fhip, my confcience obliges me to diffent, and avoid com- 
munion with her. But I wifh her no harm. I Jin* 
cerely wifh her a thorough reformation, and thott 
fpeedily. 

What muft now be thought of this miffionary of 
the Society for propagating the Gofpel, thus inv 
pofing on the Americans, not capable, for the 
general, of coming at Dr, Benfon^^ book, x\ov of 
deteding the mifreprefented teftimony : which* 
-when fairly given, is as full againft his church 
fyftcm, as the power of language can exprefs. 
Is this the hand felefted to manufafture 
an appeal to the public, in behalf of the church 
of England in America? — dedicated to the Arch- 
bijhop of Canterbury ? What muft the impartial 
public think, both of an appellant and of a caufe 
thus defended? When wicneflcs are made to 
fpeak the very reverfe of their moft explicite depo- 
fitions. With as good a grace, he might have 
told us, that DAVID gave his teftimony full and 
exprefs in favour of atheifm. Ps. 14. i, H^ had 
only to fupprefs, the fool hath faid in his heart, and 
<:hen, the propofition lay openly and exprefsly be- 
fore hira,-^-rHERE is no god. 

I can aflfure the public, that this artful decep- 
tion, has given pain to very worthy Prefbyterian 
and Congregational minifters in America ; one of 
whom has written to a learned fripnd of mine, com- 
plaining and grieving at weapons being put into 
an enemy's hand, by a profefied learned advo- 
cate for religious liberty. Hence, we may be able 
to account, in fome meafure, for an appeal to the 
tublic, not bearing a rc-public^tion in o^d England, 

tliougii 
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chough profefledly drawn up by a miffionary of th^ 
Society, for the purpofe of opening their Epifco- 
pifing fcheme. It was eafy to fee, fuch artifice 
could not bear the canvafling eye of Old England; 
though it might ferve well enough to be put into 
the hands of fuch church-men, whp fcorn to look 
into a prefbyterian publication. 

To obviate any farther fufpicions about new laws 
being made in favour of an American Epifcopate, 
that Ihall fubjeft the colonies to the payment of 
tithes ; he will by no means allow of any danger in 
that refpe£t, fince the Clergy are jiow regularly and 
well fupported without tithes, in feveral provinces, 
— But as this may not be quite fatisfaftpry, he 
adds, p. 107. — " It may be farther aiked. Shall wc 
not bt taxed in this country f6r the fupport of 
Bifhops, if any fhall be appointed ? 1 anfwcr. 
Not at all, — But fhould a general tax be laid 
upon the country, and thereby a fum be raifed 
** fufficient for the purpofe : and even fuppofmg 
** we fhould have thru Bifhops on the Continent, 
*' which are the moft that have been mentioned, 
'*' yet I believe fuch a tax would not amount to 
** more than four pence in one hundred pounds, 
#• And this would be no mighty hardfhip upon the 
^ Country. He that could think much of giving 
'*' theyJiv thoufandth part of his income, to any ufe 
^' which the Legiflature of his Country fhould af^ 
f * fign^ deferves not to be confidered in the light 
** of a good fubjeft, or member of Society."— He 
fays indeed, " no fuch tax is intended, nor I 
*' trufl, will be wanted." 

The DoSfor muft allow me, in my turn, to fay, 
I am one of many thoufands, who are very averfe 
jto the having any tax laid upon our incomes, tho* 
It was but tht fixty thoufandth part, for fuch an ufe 
|is th^ here fpecificd j notwithftanding the Legi- 
flature 
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(lature of my Country lliould afTign it. And was I ^ 
an inhabitant of North America^ fliould look upopi 
it in no ottuir light, than as an unreafonable, 
unrighteous taxation •, and yet, am confcious 
of deferving to be confidered as a good fubjedt, — f 
But when I add to this, that by an original 
inftitution of American Bifhops, a declaration was 
folemnly made by a Britifh Legiflaturc, '' that the 
^* Bifhops fhall not interfere with the property o^ 
^^ privileges, whether civil or religious, of church* 
^' men, or diflenters ; and that there is no equivo^ 
^ cation or refervation in fuch plan of inftitution;'* 
i fhould certainly conclude any fuch tax, an 
open, atrocious violation of qational faith ; and^ 
from my foul, deteft and abhor the taxation. 

The Do£ioir fays,—-** no fiich tax is intended, 
" nor, I truft, will be wanted" — What does he 
offer in bar of all fufpicions ? — Why truly, " It 
** has been propofed from the very beginning, 
" that the American Biftiops fhould be fupportcd 
without any expcnce to this Country. A fund 
accordingly has been eftablifhed, for this parti- 
** cular purpofe for more than half a Century paft 
*' under the influence and direftion of the Society 
^^ for propagating the Gofpel^ &c. and many wor- 
thy perfons have contributed generoufly and 
largely to the incrtafeof it." p. io8. 
If you would know more of this fund, he men* 
tions feven perfons who have left among them, in 
above half a Century, four thoufand feven hundred 
pounds ; and tells us, there arc other fums received 
for this ufe. The interefl of this aggregate fpe? 
cified fum of 4,700 /. \v6nld not be fqfficient, evca 
at four per cent, to fupply half the wants of one 
Jingle American Bifhop — and how large a fund 
would be requifitc to anfwer the demands of 
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three fuch Blftiops ! — * But the 'Doctor fays, " if 
•* the ftock is not fufficient for the fupport of a 
f' proper Epifcopate in America, he imagines the 
^ difficulty in making it fufficient will not be 
^' great." p. io8. 

. Our Appellant has owned, p. 47, very exprefsly, 
** there is no propriety in fending a Biihop to 
** fuch Colonies as have an averfion to Epifcopal 
?' Government." Neverthelefs, I am very fufpici- 
o«s, he would have no fcruple of obliging thofc 
^verfe Colonies, to contribute to the fupport 
of fuch Bifliops by a general taxation -, and that he 
would inftantly plead the propriety of fuch Spi- 
ptual Lords, being moft liberally and honourably 
provided for ; efpecially, if he himfelf fhouid have 
a fide-glance at a mitre. — 

Another fuppofed objeftion he has put before 
us, p. 109. *' If Bifliops are once fettled in 
^' America, although in the manner we now pror 
** pofe, there will probably be an augmentation of 
*' their power, as foon as circumftances will admit 
^' of it ; and what is eafy and inofFenfive in its 
*' bieginning, may become burthenfome and op- 
^* preffive in its end." — Not any thing can be 
more probable-, notwithfl:anding all the BoSlor has 
faid, or can fay, to invalidate the objeftion. Nay, 
verily, after the Do5ior has pretended to parry otF, 
or put by its force i he gives us his own reafons 
why he thinks they may very properly be vefted 
with civil power, p. no. " To explain in what 
?' manner civil power, if vefted in American 
•' Bifhops, would be moft likely to operate, I beg 
♦' leave to put the following plain and familiar 

• Did not Biihop Sherlock, many years ago, fay, that a 
Bifhop could not exercife hofpitality, with a lefs appointment 
than one thoufand pounds per annum ? 

^' ^afe^ 
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" cafe. Let us fuppofe a Clergyman in this 
country, of any denomination, made ajujiice of 
PeacSy or a judge of ^orum^ would the perfons 
who are immediately concerned in his proceed- 
ings, be otherwife affefted, than if he was a mere 
Layman ?"— before he had faid, " But fhould the 
** Government fee fit hereafter to inveft American 
*' Bilhops with fome degree of civil power worthy 
^* of their acceptance, which it is impojftble to fay 
they will not^ although there is no appearance 
that they ever will \ yet as no new powers will 
•' be created in favour of Bilhops, it is incon- 
** ceivable that any would thereby be injured." 
p. no. How fophiftical this appeal ? How mani- 
feft the chicanery ? — The Epifcopinng plan, laid 
down, with all the parading folemnity of truth-— 
that American Bifhops, (hall have no authority, 
but purely of a fpiritual and ecclefiaftical na- 
*' ture, fuch as is altogether derived from the 
'' church, and not from the ftate. — That they 
*' Ihall not interfere with the property or privi- 
" leges, whether civil or religious, of church-men 
" or diflenters." And yet, that though a general 
tax fhould be made for their fupport, and Govern- 
ment thould fee fit to inveft them hereafter with 
fome degree of civil power ^ worthy of their acceptance \ 
none can be injured by it, becaufe no new powers 
will be created in their favour. — One cannot forbear 
to call this what it really is, a prevarication^ a 
very notorious one ! for, (hould the Government 
hereafrer fee fit to inveft them with forne decree 
of civil power, whatever that is, it muft be a 
new power created in their favour-, becaufe in 
the very exprefs letter of their inftitution, they 
are excluded the having any authority, but purely 
of a fpiritual and ecclefiaftical nature, fuch as is 
altogether derived from the church, and not from 
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the fiate. Might we not, likewife, with the ut- 
nloft propriety, arraign his confidence, in faying, 
** It is inconceivable that any would be injured by 
*' fuch an inveftiture of civil .power in American 
*'• Bi(hops,"when it is to be or fuch a nature, and in 
fuch a degree, as is worthy of their acceptance. 
How are we to form a judgment of what fliall be 
worthy of their acceptance? — Who are to be the 
judges of what ftiall be worthy the acceptance of 
American Bifhops ? Themfelves, the recipients ? 
or the Jlate minijiers^ who are to beftow upon them 
the inveftiture ? which ever ihall determine, it 
can afford no plcafmg profpeft to the people, put 
under the influence of fuch civil power given to 
the mitre. There are no inftances of the kind on 
record, that have been favourable to the people. 

I will make but one obfcrvation more, upon 
this groundlef^, this delufive plea for American 
Bifhops-, andtthat fhall be to prove, from the 
Doctors own pen, that the very Epifcopacy^ for 
which he is fo unfair an advocate, is only the 
creature of civil policy. — This is evident from 
what he fays in p. 115. " It is rafh and injurious 
** to charge any with difaffeftion to the Govern- 
^ mcnt, at this day, becaufe they difTent from the 
** national religion. But notv/ithftanding, epifco- 
^ pacy and monarchy are, in their frame and coofti- 
*• tution, beft fuited to each other *. episcopacy 
" can ne'ver thrive in a republican government \ 
** nor republican principles in an epifcopal church. 
*' For the fame reafons, in a mixed monarchy, no 
•' form of ecclefiaftical Government can fo exactly 
♦' harmonife with the ftatc, as that of a qualified 

* For Sir Robert Filmcr's aficrtion of Monarchy being 
jure dMffo— that all government is abfolute monarchy — and 

that all men are born flavcs. See Loc/:e c?i Gc'vcrnmcnt, 

B. I. Chap. I. 

" Epifcopacy,'* 
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** Epifcopacy,'^— Coufiri-germain to that church- 
aphorifm, no bishop no king. 

A ftronger and more conclufive argument, can- 
Aot well be offered in proof, that Epifcopacy, in 
the fenfe of this Appellant, has no other original, 
than a worldly one ; as it is exa6tly calculated for 
the political purpofes of monarchy : for if it was 
of God, it would as well fult one mode of Go- 
vernment as another. It mud; bccaufe there 
is no one mode or form of civil government, that 
is diftinguifhed or recommended either by Jefus 
Chrift, or by his Apofties. But if monarchy had 
been eflential to epifcopacy, and epifcopacy effen- 
tial to chriftianity, our blelfcd Lord could not fail 
to have prefcribed that precife form of civil go- 
vernment, which is monarchical — ^whereas, on the 
contrary, he difavows any kind of alliance ever 
taking place between his church and any of the 
fyftems of civil policy ; for he abfolutely declares, 
bis kingdom is not of this world. [See John xviii. 36. 
and compare C/&^^. XV. 19. Lukexii, 14.] Butbecaufc 
epifcopacy and monarchy can only harmonife ; it 
is impoflible that epifcopacy can be of any higher 
original than that of a political civil inftitution ; 
which has nothing at all to do with the church of 
Chrift. — Nay, by the BoElor^ account, epifcopacy 
muft beft flourifti under an abfolute monarchy; 
for this very reafon, viz. becauie under a mixed 
one, no form of ecclefiaftical government can fo 
exaftly harmonize with the ftate, as that of a qua- 
LiFiED Epifcopacy. 

It is now apprehended, that Dr. Chandler^s rea- 
fonings have, with full evidence, been proved fal- 
lacious, and his claims indefenfible •, by 

A PrcfbytcK in Old England. 
April 14, 1768, 5 



P", 5. '* The Boflon Gazette* of February 8, 1 76 1, having jujl now cothe M 

bandf /A^yiZ/sw//?^ Application is copied from it. 
** To the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, Mafters and Scholars of the Univerfity 

of Cambridge. - '' 

'• We the clergy of the church of England, in his Majefty's American 
" Provinces of New-Jerfey and New- York, in voluntary convention afTem- 
'' bled, beg leave, in our neceilhies, to make application to the univerfity of 
•« Cambridge, which we do with the greater afTurance, as feme of us have 
*' been fo happy as to receive our education in that illuftrious feminary of 
•• learning; virtue, and religion. 

** After the churches fuftcring in ithefe coyqtries fo/ confidcrably more 
** than a century by want of Bifhops and regular dircipline, we, at laft,'with 
** ail humility, have refolved to proflratc ourfelves before the throne, im- 
•* ploring the countenance and proteftion of our mod gracious fovereign, to- 
•* wards the profeflbrs of the eftabliihed religion in thcfc remote pans of 
•* his majefty's dominions. 

** AddrefTs to the fame purpofe are Hkcwife to be prefcnted to the arch- 
•* biAiops of Canterbury and York, the bilTiop of London, under wbofe di- 
•* re£tion long ufage hath more immediately put us, and the venerable fo- 
** cicty for the propagation of the gofpel, to whofc paternal care it is owing 
" under Providencf, that the church of England hath not vet loft her very 
*' name and cxiftence throughout all the various provinces of the Britifh 
** American dominions. 

•« From fuch dutiful applications, we have Hrong hopes of fuccefs, efpe- 
** cially, if tl.c two famous univ^trfities whirh have ever been the fafety of the 
«' church, will condefcend to ufe their intereft in our favours j and, we trufl-, 
** that the reafonablencfs of our rcqucl^, will every where procure it a can- 
•• did reception, efpecially in the univerlit>, to tiic members of which auguft 
** fociety we now beg leave in a particular manner to recommend ourfelves, 
«• praying them, by every religious and civil conhdcration that they hold dear, 
*« valuable and facred, to ufe their utmolt Influence, that one or morebi{ho|>s 
«• may be fpcedily appointed to refide and govern the church in America. 

*' And (hall we nut hope that you genilemen, u{>on whofe chriflian fpirit 
•* and conftitutional zeal we have the (Irongeft depcnHance, will look with a 
«« pitying eye upon more than a million of people who belong to the church 
** of England in America, and arc deprived of aJmoft every advantage which 
«* diflentcrs of all denominations enjoy, have the full liberty to enjoy ! Each 
<• of their church-forms of government is intire, ours is detedtivein the moft 
<* eflential parfc. And y«*t, fuch is the uneufincfs, not to fay pcrverfenefs of 
" their difpofjtions, that they are not contented quietly to partake ihcfe im- 
*' mt-nfe privllci^gcs, but make it their too ccnftant pradltcc to traduce and 
** vilify the chuich, not even refraining from the ftate under which fuch 
•• immunities aie allowed them. 

** The extent of inhabited country which hath hitherto with refpe^V ta 
** eoifcopacy been negletled, is feme thoufan.Jsof miles j and we prrfomc 
** that no Inftancc can be given of a people orijyn-ting from a chrHHan 
*• country (vtthcicinEpifcopacy is generally eftcnieJ, and commonly behevid 
** to be the immediate innitucicn of ChriO himfv!' ) who have during fuch a 
•* number of years Lbcured under fo capif;M a dft^dt. 

-** The very moravians in iliefe paru, wiioie principles at the heft are of a 
«« do'ibtful tendency, enjoy their fdll ti,rm of.tsclcfiaftiral govcrnmen*, and 
«< ha'-e a bifhop, either allovwed by par!iafru:nt, or af Jeaft connived at by the 
<* exTCUtive power. The proJelfors of ilie cliur.h of England, that <^UUm 
*♦ mcnt and honour of Chriflcnoom and clui-^iji-iiyi are Icfi to Uiilt fur 
«« tuemfclvcs in the moA deplorable and d:il:e/i.u fjiuation/* 



